Agenda

Town of Freedom

Regular Board Meeting

Monday, February 26, 2024
Meeting called to order at _________ pm by _____________________.

I. PLEDGE TO THE FLAG: 

II. REVIEW OF MINUTES:

Town Board Meeting – From January 22, 2024
A motion was made by __________ to accept the Regular Board Meeting Minutes from January 22, 2024, as submitted. Seconded by ______________. 

Roll Call:
III. Town of Freedom
     Local Law 1 of 2024
ADOPTING A MORATORIUM ON CERTAIN SOLAR ENERGY USES
SECTION 1. PURPOSE AND INTENT 

The purpose of this Local Law is to the protect the public health, safety, and welfare of the residents of the Town of Freedom and to maintain the status quo as to certain solar energy uses, as the preset laws and ordinances regulations on the Town do not adequately address this type of use. The moratorium will stop the processing of applications for, and the issuing of any permits, certifications of occupancy and approvals of certain land uses relating to solar energy, including, but not limited to solar farms. The moratorium is for a period of six (6) months, allowing the Town Board to analyze and determine potential appropriate revisions and amendments to the Town of Freedom laws and ordinances concerning this use. 

SECTION 2. LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS 

The Town of Freedom Town Board does hereby find that without a temporary halt on the processing, permitting and approvals for certain solar land uses there is the potential that such uses could be located in unsuitable areas within the town and/ or on particular lots without adequate dimensional regulations in place. The potential for unsuitable location of, and lack of proper dimensional regulations for, such uses would have materially adverse and irreversible impacts on the Town. 

The Town Board also finds that it is in need of time to perform the necessary analysis if the potential types of solar energy facilities that could be located in the Town. By maintaining the status quo regarding such uses, the Town Board can provide for the planned orderly growth and development of the Town. 

SECTION 3. MORATORIUM IMPOSED; APPLICABILITY
For the period of time of six (6) months following the effective date of the adoption of this Local Law, no application may be processed and no permits, certificates of occupancy, approvals, denials, determinations or interpretations may be issued or granted for any land uses relating to solar energy, including, but not limited to solar farms.

The term "land uses relating to solar energy" shall be broadly construed to include any facility designated to generate electric power to be marketed, sold or used for other than the power demands of the improvements on the property on which such facility is located. Not included within the scope of this moratorium are solar energy facilities designed to generate electric power solely for the use of the improvements located on the same property. 

The term "solar farm" shall mean "a collection of solar panels covering one-quarter (1/4) acres or more of land that are designed to capture sunlight and transform it into electricity. This definition includes freestanding and ground pole-mounted photovoltaic panels that are mounted on or affixed to residential dwellings for their use, or municipal buildings, or existing panels mounted on commercial or industrial buildings.
This Local Law shall be binding on the Town Board, Building Inspector, Code Enforcement Officer, all Town officials and employees, and any applicant or real property owner in the Town desiring to apply for or receive a permit, certificate of occupancy or approval in the Town of Freedom. 

During the period of moratorium, the Town Board shall endeavor to complete all reasonable and necessary review, study, analysis and if warranted, revisions to the Town of Freedom laws and ordinances. During the period of moratorium, no applications will be accepted, nor permits, certificates of occupancy or approvals issues, which would authorize development within the Town for land uses relating to solar energy as described above. 

SECTION 4. TERM 

This moratorium shall be in effect for a period of six (6) consecutive months from its effective date. This local law shall be subject to renewal for a cumulative period of up to an additional six (6) months, if necessary, by Resolution of the Town Board. 

SECTIONS. EFFECT ON OTHER LAWS 

To the extent that any law, ordinance, rule or regulation, or parts thereof, are in conflict with the provision of this Local Law, including all provisions of Article 16 of the New York State Town Law concerning special use permit, site plan, building permit and certificate of occupancy, procedure and requirements, this Local Law shall control and supersede such law ordinance, rule or regulation. 

SECTION 6. WAIVER 

Owing to the limited scope and duration of this moratorium, there is no provision being made in this Local Law for any waivers of applicability. However, the Town Board may, but is not obligated to, promulgate regulations by a Resolution of the Board authorizing a hardship waiver process to this moratorium.

SECTION 7. SEVERABILITY 

If any clause, sentence, paragraph, section or part of this Local Law shall be adjudged by any court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such judgment shall be confined in its operation to the clause, paragraph, section or part thereof directly involved in the controversy in which such judgment shall have been rendered, and the remaining provision shall remain in full force and effect.
SECTION 8. EFFECTIVE DATE 

This Local Law shall take effect immediately upon its filing with the Secretary of State in accordance with New York Municipal Home Rule. 

******************************************************

IV. Town of Freedom 

A RESOLUTION OPPOSING PART O OF THE GOVERNOR’S 2024 ARTICLE VII REVENUE BILL REGARDING THE SITING OF MAJOR ELECTRIC TRANSMISSION FACILITIES, ALSO KNOWN AS THE “RAPID” ACT
Resolution #2-2024




         February 26, 2024

WHEREAS, New York Governor Hochul has released the Executive Budget Proposal for Fiscal Year 2025, which includes Part O of the Transportation, Economic Development, and Environmental Conservation budget bill entitled the Renewable Action through Project Interconnect and Deployment (“RAPID”) Act; and 

WHEREAS, the RAPID Act seeks to move the Office of Renewable Energy Siting (“ORES”) from the Department of State to the Department of Public Service, and seeks to consolidate and expedite permitting procedures for major renewable energy and electric transmission facilities under a new Article VIII of the Public Service Law; and 

WHEREAS, if passed, the RAPID Act will undermine sound environmental review of major electric transmission facilities by requiring ORES to render a permit decision within a single year, otherwise the facility shall be automatically approved, regardless of project size or impact on private property or conservation lands; and 

WHEREAS, if passed, the RAPID Act will constitute a significant deprivation of Private Property Rights by extended the power of Eminent Domain to the construction of major electric transmission facilities by large-scale solar and wind developers, said power being currently limited to regulated utilities granted a certificate of environmental compatibility and public need; and 

WHEREAS, if passed, the RAPID Act will undermine the protection of natural resources by allowing conservation easements to be extinguished anywhere in the state, including the Adirondack Park and Catskill Parks, for the construction of major electric transmission facilities by large-scale solar and wind developers, said authority being currently limited to regulated utilities granted a certificate of environmental compatibility and public need; and 

WHEREAS, if passed, the RAPID Act will further erode home rule and local decision-making enshrined in the New York State Constitution, Local Government Bill of Rights, Statute of Local Governments, and Municipal Home Rule law, usurping the rights of local governments to determine how communities and property within their jurisdictions develop, and contravening the purpose of comprehensive planning outlined in Section 272-A of Town Law; now therefore be it 

RESOLVED, that the Town of Freedom strongly opposes the passage of Part O contained in the Governor’s Article VII Revenue Bill relating to the expedited siting of major electric transmission facilities, the use of Eminent Domain, and the extinguishing of conservation easements, and be it further 

RESOLVED, that the Town of Freedom calls on the Governor of New York, members of the State Senate, and members of the State Assembly to ensure that Part O, and particularly the offending provisions identified herein, be excluded from the New York State budget or any other legislation, and be it further 

RESOLVED, that the Town of Freedom opposes state or federal action that would weaken or eliminate New York’s long-standing tradition of home rule and local government authority; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that the Clerk of the Town of Freedom is hereby directed to provide a copy of this resolution to Governor Kathy Hochul, Lieutenant Governor Antonio Delgado, members of the State Senate, members of the State Assembly, the New York State Association of Counties, the New York State Association of Towns, the Inter-County Association of Western New York, and all others deemed necessary and proper.

Motion by 







 and 

Seconded by 







       .

Roll Call:

Councilman Josh Aarum

Councilman Josh Aarum
Councilwoman Denise Willard



Councilman R. Nick Morgan


Supervisor Dustin Bliss

Certified by the Freedom Town Clerk this 26th day of February 2024

Mindy Holland, Freedom Town Clerk

Seal
************************************************************************
V. OLD BUSINESS:
1) Time clock:
2) Truck Body 

VI. New Business:
1) Arcade Free Library:
2) Mowing Position: 

A motion was made by __________________________to hire ____________for the summer mowing position. Seconded by______________. 

Roll Call: 

3) Wood Chipper: 

VII. Public Comment :
VII. REPORTS & COMMUNICATIONS:
A) Assessors –Repost Submitted 
B) Building Committee – 

C) Building Inspector – Report Submitted.

D) Highway Superintendent – Report Submitted



E) Clerk/Collector –Report Submitted
F) Constable –

G) DCO – Submitted Report 
H) Highway Committee – 

I) Justices – 

J) Parks & Recreation – 

K) Planning Board – 
L) Supervisor –Report Submitted   
M) Other Town Officials –

A motion to accept the reports & communications as submitted was made by _______________.  Seconded by ______________ 

Roll call: 

VIII. APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS: 
General Totals Correction for January 2024  Amt. $24,375.86, Yrly Amt.$53,843.25. (Note due to two voided checks) 

Motion made by________to accept the General vouchers as submitted  Seconded by ___________.  

                  Roll call: 

General   __ to # ___, Amt. $ ______________, Yrly Amt. _____________.

Motion made by________to accept the General vouchers as submitted  Seconded by ___________.  

                  Roll call: 

Highway  ___ to ____, Amt.  __________, Yrly Amt. ____________.

Motion made by ______________ to accept the Highway vouchers as submitted . Seconded by ____________. 

Roll call: 

Lighting District ________ to _______, Amt. ______________, Yrly Amt._______________. 

Motion made by ______________ to accept the Lighting District vouchers as  submitted. Seconded by ____________. 

Roll Call: 

X.  ADJOURNMENT:  

_____________ made the motion to adjourn the meeting at _____ p. m.  Seconded by _______________.

Roll call: 
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