
MINUTES OF THE
REGULAR MEETING OF THE TOWN BOARD
OF THE TOWN OF ELLICOTTVILLE, December 20, 2023
at 6:00 pm HELD AT THE TOWN HALL 
Present:
Matthew McAndrew


Supervisor 


John Zerfas



Councilman 


Steve Crowley 


Councilman 


Ken Hinman



Councilman


Greg Fitzpatrick


Councilman


Robyn George 


Town Clerk 


Seth Pullen (via phone)

Town Attorney 


Ben Slotman



Town Engineer




Greg Keyser



Town Planner



Don Auge



OIC



Scot Brumagin


Highway Superintendent

Others Present:  Bill and Lori Northrup, Jeff Martin – press
Call meeting to order:  

Supervisor McAndrew called the meeting to order at 6:00pm and led the Pledge to the Flag.  
Privilege of the Floor

· Dawn Westfall – Historical Society Storage Options

She was unable to attend but will be on next’s month’s agenda.

· Bill and Lori Northrup, North Park Innovations

Lori and Bill Northrup explained that they would like to expand their business, North Park Innovations.  They plan to add 7,000 to 10,000 square feet to their current building and go from 27 employees to 70.  They have filed a petition to rezone the property to allow for the expansion.

On motion by Mr. Zerfas and second by Mr. Hinman the following resolution was
Accepted
Ayes 5 - McAndrew, Zerfas, Fitzpatrick, Hinman & Crowley


Nays 0

Resolved that the Town Board refer the request to the Planning Board for Environmental Review.

Approve Minutes
· Special Town\Village Joint Meeting – November 9, 2023
· Town Board Meeting – November 15, 2023

On motion by Mr. Crowley and second by Mr. Hinman the minutes of the amended Town/Village November 9, 2023 meeting and the November 15th Town Board meeting were:

Audit of Claims
· Pay Town bills on Distribution Report #11-2023
On motion by Mr. Zerfas and second by Mr. Hinman the following resolution was
Accepted
Ayes 5 - McAndrew, Zerfas, Hinman, Fitzpatrick & Crowley


Nays 0

Resolved that the Town bills be paid on General Ledger Distribution Report 11-23 as follows:

001 - General Fund A:
$ 49,222.50
002 - General Fund B:
$   4,697.49






General Fund Total:

$ 53,919.99
004 - Highway DB  
 
$123,123.34






Highway Fund Total:           $123,123.34
006 - Water


$ 22,537.68






006 - Water Fund Total
$   22,537.68






Grand Total:


$ 199,581.01
Supervisor’s Reports
· Accept Supervisor’s November 2023 Financial Report

On motion by Mr. Fitzpatrick and second by Mr. Hinman the Supervisor's November 2023 Financial Report was 

Accepted
Ayes 5 - McAndrew, Zerfas, Hinman, Fitzpatrick & Crowley


Nays 0
· Short-term Rental Committee

The draft local law on short-term rentals will be presented to the Committee on January 3rd at 6pm.
· Organizational meeting

Motion by Mr. Hinman and second by Mr. Zerfas to hold the Organizational Meeting on January 3, 2024 at 4pm at the Town Hall.

· Supervisor’s Meeting

A meeting was held on December 7th at the Ellicottville Legion.  Newly elected Supervisors attended.

· Resignation – Doc Dayton

Motion by Mr. Zerfas, second by Mr. Hinman to accept the resignation of Richard Dayton from the Planning Board with regrets.
· Relinquish Tax Override

On motion by Mr. Zerfas and second by Mr. Fitzpatrick the following resolution was
Accepted
Ayes 5 - McAndrew, Zerfas, Fitzpatrick, Hinman & Crowley


Nays 0

Whereas, the Town of Ellicottville enacted Local Law No. 1 – 2023 entitled “A Local Law to Override the Tax Levy Limit for Fiscal Year 2024” which expressly authorizes the Town Board to override the tax levy limit.
Whereas, the Town did not find it necessary to exceed the tax cap.

Therefore, the Town relinquishes the Tax Override law.
Present Written Department Reports for Approval

· Clerk’s, Police, Planners, Justice and Building Inspector’s Reports
On motion by Mr. Hinman and second by Mr. Fitzpatrick the Clerk’s, Police, Planning, Justice and Building Inspector’s reports were:
Accepted
Ayes 5 - McAndrew, Zerfas, Hinman, Fitzpatrick & Crowley


Nays 0
Department Heads

· Don Auge – Police Department
There will be a meeting with the Justices, Supervisor, OIC Auge and Officer Bouchard to establish a schedule for the Court.

OIC Auge announced that the new Part-time Police Officer will begin working in February.  He has over 20 years experience and should be an asset to the department.

· Scot Brumagin - Highway Department
On motion by Mr. Hinman and second by Mr. Crowley the following resolution was
Accepted
Ayes 5 - McAndrew, Zerfas, Fitzpatrick, Hinman & Crowley


Nays 0

Resolved that the Board approve the salary increase agreement with Highway Superintendent Brumagin in recognition of his accomplishments and performance on the job, as presented. 
· Greg Keyser – Town Planner
Holihuts has hired MDA to implement improvements to their plan and will be starting the subdivision process again.

The impact study of the Crosby Gas station project will be updated to include possible future projects.

The DWSP2 Well Head Protection Overlay Zoning District draft regulations are under review. 
· Ben Slotman – Engineering Department
· Change Order #5 – JD Northrup Construction

Change Order #5 would add fencing at the North Well Site to protect the generator and equipment on the outside of the building. It was questioned whether or not this is necessary as other Well sites do not have a fence. The appearance and safety concerns of a chain link fence and barbed wire were also discussed. 
On motion by Mr. Fitzpatrick and second by Mr. Zerfas the following resolution was NOT
Accepted
Ayes 1 - Fitzpatrick


Nays 4 - McAndrew, Crowley, Hinman and Zerfas

Resolved that the Board approve Change Order #5 for the Ellicottville Water System Improvement Project with an increase of $14,883.75.
· B&L Amendment No. 1
On motion by Mr. Hinman and second by Mr. Fitzpatrick the following resolution was
Accepted
Ayes 5 - McAndrew, Zerfas, Fitzpatrick, Hinman & Crowley


Nays 0

Resolved that the Board approve Amendment No. 1 to Owner-Engineer Agreement with Barton & Loguidice with regard to the Ellicottville Water System Improvements Project with an increase of $30,000..

· Cotter Road Culvert 

On motion by Mr. Crowley and second by Mr. Hinman the following resolution was
Accepted
Ayes 5 - McAndrew, Zerfas, Fitzpatrick, Hinman & Crowley


Nays 0

Resolved that the Board authorize Engineer Slotman to submit a Short Environmental Assessment Form for the Cotter Road Culvert Replacement project and submit the Joint Application form for the project to the DEC..

On motion by Mr. Crowley and second by Mr. Hinman the following resolution was
Accepted
Ayes 5 - McAndrew, Zerfas, Fitzpatrick, Hinman & Crowley


Nays 0

Resolved that the Town authorize Engineer Slotman to advertise a Request for Bid for the Cotter Road Pre-cast Concrete Box Culvert.

· Burr Contract
On motion by Mr. Hinman and second by Mr. Zerfas the following resolution was
Accepted
Ayes 5 - McAndrew, Zerfas, Fitzpatrick, Hinman & Crowley


Nays 0

Resolved that the Board approve the Independent Contractor Agreement for Engineering Services between Mark Burr, PE and the Town of Ellicottville as presented.
New Business

· New Leaf Energy – Community Host Agreement
Attorney Pullen presented a draft Community Benefit Agreement between the Town of Ellicottville and Simmons Rd. Ellicottville Solar 1, LLC. The developer is proposing to pay the Town in five equal annual payments in the amount of $40,000 per year no later than 30 days following the Project’s commercial operation date.  The Town would like to propose that payment would be due at the commencement of construction on a 4 year schedule of $50,000 per year.  Mr. Pullen will present a counter proposal to that affect.
Old Business
· Planning Board and BAR vacancies

There have been 3 applicants for the vacancies on the Planning Board.  The Town Board is referring the names to the Planning Board for there feedback.
· EPOA 
On motion by Mr. Crowley and second by Mr. Zerfas the following resolution was
Accepted
Ayes 5 - McAndrew, Zerfas, Fitzpatrick, Hinman & Crowley


Nays 0

Resolved that the Town Board approve the 2024-2027 Ellicottville Police Officers’ Association Agreement as presented.
· EVGV Trail

The fundraiser on December 10th at Villagios raised $2,800.
Correspondence
· Thank you – Great Valley Seniors Group

The Ellicottville/Great Valley Seniors Group thanked the Town for the donation that help make the Senior’s trips possible.
Adjournment
Supervisor McAndrew announced the Board will enter into Atttorney/Client privilege. 
Motion by Mr. Crowley seconded by Mr. Zerfas to adjourn the meeting at 7:30pm. All Ayes. Carried
I, Robyn A. George, Clerk of the Town of Ellicottville, County of Cattaraugus, State of NY, do hereby certify that the foregoing constitutes the complete minutes of the Town Board Meeting held on the 20th day of December, 2023, approved by said Board on the 17th day of January, 2024
_______________________________________

Robyn A. George, Town Clerk
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