Regular Meeting and Public Hearing of the Village Board

of the Village of Ellicottville

Held on March 21, 2023 at 6:00pm at the Town and Village Hall

Located at One West Washington Street, in person and via zoom.

Attended:
John Burrell

Mayor



Doug Bush

Trustee



Caitlin Croft

Trustee



Sean Lowes

Trustee



Jolie Newpher
Trustee



Ben Slotman

Engineer



Greg Keyser

Planner



Richard Stanton
Attorney



Mary Klahn

Clerk

Good News 18,172 and 

Business from the Floor
Lynda Neuwirth asked the board if they would consider amending local law #3 1982 to state that the Village lawns should be totally taken care of not just the front.  She asked again to please address the noise from the Edelweiss.  Still have late noise and it’s not being enforced.  Another house on Jefferson and Martha Streets always has vehicles over the sidewalks.

Burrell replied we need to enforce the noise by possibly hiring a Village cop.
Do we have enough money in the budget asked Lynda?  Mayor Burrell plans on adding to the budget.  

Nancy Rogan the chair of the planning board and Jeremy Wassel from Ellicott Development spoke to address the plans for the relocation of Ratchet Hatchet to the plaza at 1-5 East Washington Street.  They detailed the plan to address the widening of a shared driveway between the plaza and a neighboring house in order to provide access to the parking area for Ratchet Hatchet.  The challenge is that the house is in a residential zone and would need to be rezoned to commercial for the driveway plan to be approved. The planning board is in favor of this change.  
Motion:  by Ms. Croft to set a public hearing for April 18th on the 7 East Washington Street Rezone.

Second:  by Ms. Newpher  All ayes.  Carried  
Motion:  to authorize the attorney to amend 2012 Zoning Local Law, as amended May 14, 2018 for Short Term Rentals Adopted July 15, 2019 to us in April by Mr. Bush and set a public hearing for April 18th, 2023.
Second:  by Mr. Lowes  All ayes.  Carried

Barton and Loguidice – Dig once project on Elizabeth Street.  

Chuck White and Ken Knutson spoke about the project.  Chuck White will be in charge of the project.  Task at hand is the signing of the agreement.   
4.lA lump sum can be easily addressed by striking out the word agreement.  5.01 change the language on additional services. Revise tomorrow and have Mayor Burrell sign. 
Looks like the big scope of getting all of Elizabeth Street done this year.  Original scope is to get it done and completion of design in July. Is it feasible to get it all done asked Mayor Burrell. We want to do it right. Ben talked about all of the particulars’ that need to get done. They can expedite the schedule.  Need to look at what needs to be resolved.  The survey will take at least 30 days. Design will be late summer. 
Much discussion – The Village board was told that Elizabeth Street project would be done this year and now we are hearing otherwise.  If we don’t approve the contract we are adding more time to it and equates to 2024 anyway.  

Motion:  to have Mayor Burrell sign the contract with stipulation that Ben Slotman and Richard Stanton make the above changes for it to be signed by Mr. Lowes.
Second:  by Mr. Bush  All ayes.  Carried

Motion:  to approve the minutes by Mr. Bush.
Second:  by Ms. Croft  All ayes.  Carried

Financial reports
Motion:  to accept by Mr. Lowes.
Second:  by Ms. Newpher   All ayes.  Carried

Audit of Claims
General -

$31,198.97

Sewer-


$10,922.40

Parking/Plaza-  
$7,800.00

Motion:  to pay the bills by Ms Croft.
Second:  by Mr. Bush  All ayes.  Carried

Planning report
Motion:  by Ms. Croft to accept the planning report.
Second:  by Mr. Lowes  All ayes.  Carried

Planning
Motion:  by Ms. Croft to accept the Planning Report.
Second:  by Ms. Newpher  All ayes.  Carried

Legal

Hodgson Russ has made three changes in short term rental. The board discussed raising the fines to over $1000 which must be reasonable and proportionate to the cost of enforcement.   I am meeting with them on Monday at 4.30 and getting rid of the warning stated Mr. Stanton.  Unlawful use needs to be addressed.  People have been unlawfully doing it.   I am trying to make a law that we don’t spend tons of money to enforce.   The board is in favor of higher fines!
Engineering Report
Motion:  by Mr. Bush to accept the report.
Second:  by Ms. Newpher  All ayes.  Carried
DPW Report
Motion:  by Ms. Croft to accept the report.
Second:  by Mr. Lowes  All ayes.  Carried
Code Enforcement Report
Motion:  by Mr. Bush to accept the report.
Second:  Ms. Croft  All ayes.  Carried
With the boards permission we need to go to our Assemblymen and Senate about cannabis.
Motion:  to have Mayor Burrell ask our Assemblymen and Senate to work with us on the cannabis board by Ms. Croft.
Second:  by Mr. Lowes  All ayes.  Carried

Just an FYI the Arboretum is letting the farmers market use the herb garden beds.
Parks – Sean Lowes

Committee is looking into new toys.

Parking Lot – Doug Bush

Going to Planning Board in May.

Village Clerk – Mary Klahn
I would like to move $20,000 from the Sewer account to Parking Plaza.

Motion:  by Mr. Lowes to move the money.

Second:  by Ms. Croft  All ayes.  Carried

Old Business

Motion:  by Mr. Bush to approve Local Law #1; Volunteer Firefighter and Ambulance Worker Property Tax Exemption of 10% on real property Village Tax.

Second:  by Ms. Newpher    Ms. Croft – Yes, Mr. Bush – Yes, Ms. Newpher – Yes Trustee Lowes and Mayor Burrell abstained being they are firemen. 

New Business
Charter Communications Franchise Agreement

Motion:  by Mr. Bush to have Mayor Burrell sign the agreement.

Second:  by Ms. Croft  All ayes.  Carried

Correspondence

Arbor Day Foundation – Press Release

Motion:  to go into executive session by Ms. Croft.

Second:  by Mr. Lowes  All ayes.  Carried

Motion:  to go out of executive session by Ms. Croft.

Second:  by Ms. Newpher  All ayes.  Carried

Motion:  to adjourn by Mr. Bush at 8:15pm.
Second:   by Ms. Croft  All ayes.  Carried
