AGENDA

Town of Freedom

Board Meeting

May 15, 2023
Meeting called to order at _______pm by _____________________

I. PLEDGE TO THE FLAG:

II. REVIEW OF MINUTES: 
Public Work Session on the Employees Policy and Procedures Manual, April 17, 2023.

A motion was made by _____________________ to accept the Public Work Session Minutes from April 17, 2023, as submitted. Seconded by _______________.

Roll Call: 

  Regular Meeting Minutes of April 17, 2023, meeting.       
A motion was made by __________________ to accept the Regular Meeting Minutes from the April 17, 2023 meeting as submitted.  Motion was seconded by _____________________.
Roll Call:
Bliss:

 


Clerk: __________________Date:   /    /    

************************************************************************
III. TOWN OF FREEDOM 

Resolution #2 





_____________2023
Resolution Requesting the Cattaraugus County Legislature and 
the Cattaraugus County Industrial Development Agency (the “IDA”) to Support 
a Payment in Lieu of Taxes (“PILOT”) for the Alle-Catt Wind Energy Project 
to Ensure Adequate Financial Compensation for the Host Communities



WHEREAS, in 2018, Alle-Catt Wind Energy LLC (“ACWE”) applied to the New York State Board on Electric Generation Siting and the Environment (the “Siting Board”) for a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need pursuant to Article 10 of the New York Public Service Law for the construction and operation of a 340 megawatt wind-powered electric generation facility located in the Towns of Centerville and Rushford in Allegany County, the Towns of Farmersville and Freedom (the “Town”) in Cattaraugus County , and the Town of Arcade in Wyoming County (the “Wind Project”).  



WHEREAS, in 2019, the Town Board of the Town of Freedom (the “Town Board”), agreed to and adopted Host Community Agreements (the “HCAs”) with ACWE, to ensure that the Town and its residents were compensated for the impacts of the Wind Project, as well as for ACWE’s use of the Town’s roads and infrastructure to construct the Wind Project.



WHEREAS, the projected total compensation under the HCAs for the Town is several millions of dollars, paid over a period of 20 years.  



WHEREAS, the HCAs contemplate ACWE applying for and obtaining a PILOT from the IDA and set the compensation for the Town based on the size of the approved PILOT.



WHEREAS, the Town Board recognizes that many of the Town’s residents, including the Board Members themselves, have been either opposed to or concerned about the Wind Project or certain aspects of it, or about the policy of New York State to overrule local communities, or both.  



WHEREAS, members of the County Legislature shared these concerns when, in August of 2018, they adopted Resolution/Act No. 368-2018, which requested that the IDA not approve a PILOT for the Wind Project.  



WHEREAS, in June of 2020, the Siting Board granted ACWE’s application for the Certificate.  



WHEREAS, the Town of Farmersville and a group of local citizens filed lawsuits challenging the Siting Board decision to award the Certificate.  



WHEREAS, in late 2021, the New York State Supreme Court, Appellate Division, Fourth Department denied and dismissed these lawsuits and upheld the Siting Board’s decision to award ACWE a Certificate, meaning the most viable legal challenges against the Wind Project have now concluded.  



WHEREAS, the Wind Project is now poised to move forward, with construction expected to begin in 2023.  



WHEREAS, the Town understands that ACWE intends to move forward with the Wind Project regardless of whether a PILOT is approved.  



WHEREAS, if the IDA does not approve a PILOT, ACWE has the right to terminate the HCAs, including the annual payments, as ACWE will instead be paying taxes on the Wind Project.  



WHEREAS, the Town Board recognizes that significant portions of these taxes will not go directly to the host community Towns, whose residents will be most impacted by the Wind Project.  



WHEREAS, in the absence of a PILOT, the Town and their residents will stand to lose several millions of dollars in annual payments under the HCAs, which would not be equitable, as a host community Town will be most directly impacted by the Wind Project.  



WHEREAS, the Town Board members, regardless of their personal feelings or concerns about the Wind Project (or the State’s policy), cannot in good conscience allow their communities to lose these annual payments under the HCAs while the Wind Project moves forward, nor can they support a greater share of revenues being diverted away from a host community Town, which is the end result absent an appropriate PILOT.  



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Board of the Town of Freedom that:  



1.
The Town Board respectfully request that the County Legislature and IDA support a PILOT for the Wind Project, particularly a PILOT that would allow for ACWE to make the largest possible annual host-community payments to the Town whose residents must endure the most significant impacts of the Wind Project.  Specifically, the Town Board would request the PILOT agreement be for at least 20 years and for an amount at $5,000 per megawatt (MW) or less of installed capacity.  



2. 
The Town Board believes that support for a PILOT is not the same thing as support for the Wind Project.  Instead, support for a PILOT simply recognizes that the Wind Project is now moving forward, and that it is in the best interests of the host community—and their elected representatives in Little Valley—to maximize the financial benefits for the affected Town and its residents.  At the time the County Legislature adopted Resolution/Act No. 368-2018, it was far from clear whether the Wind Project would ever move forward.  The situation has changed considerably since then.  



3.  
This resolution is effective immediately.  

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Town of FREEDOM Town Board on this ____ day of __________, 2023.
Motion by: ____________________ Seconded by: ______________________

Aarum: 

Cutler: 

Hill:

Morgan:

Bliss: 




Clerk______________________Date /   /

************************************************************************
IV.                                 Town of Freedom
Resolution #7 





     May 15, 2023

Policies & Procedures for Cemeteries Owned & Maintained

by the Town of Freedom 

All lots in all cemeteries owned by the Town of Freedom are sold in accordance with the provisions of the laws of the State of New York and shall not be used for any other purposes than as a burial place for deceased persons.

No interment shall be allowed without a permit issued as stated in New York State Public Health Law §4144 to 4146. 

Lot owners are prohibited from allowing interments to be made on their lots for compensation. 

Interments in a lot are restricted to those entitled to burial therein according to the terms of Section §1512 of the Not-for-profit Corporation Law. The lot owner(s) must file permission for burial of those not entitled to burial according to the said Section, with the Freedom Town Clerk. 

Except as provided for in Section §1513 (c) of the Not-for-profit Corporation Law, no lot owner may transfer his or her lot. 

The full purchase price must be paid before a deed will be given or burial allowed on the lot. The cost per lot is $1,600.00 for a full lot and $800.00 for half lot. These prices will increase by 3% per annum on January 1st of each year. Each lot is 9’ x 12’ and contains 2 lots. There will also be an additional cost to open and close each grave. This fee will be paid at a customary rate at the time that the burial permit is submitted. 

The Town of Freedom reserves the right to remove all flowers, wreaths, or other decorations from lots as soon as they become unsightly.

The Town of Freedom reserves the right to remove, after due notice to the lot owner, any embellishment on the lot, effigy of inscription, which, in the opinion of the majority of the Town Board, is unsightly or dangerous. 

The Town of Freedom reserves the right to restrict the planting of shrubs and trees and to remove any shrubs or trees deemed dangerous to the public.  

All funerals, processions and vehicles will be under the control of the undertaker while in the cemetery. 

No vault or mausoleum shall be built above ground without the permission of the Town Board and then only in such locations as they approve. 

No mausoleum will be approved for construction by the Town Board, unless a sufficient endowment is set up to prove adequate income to maintain the structure. 

Placing of glass blocks or vases as receptacles for flowers, either artificial or grown on grove or lots, is prohibited. 

All foundations will be constructed by or under the direction of the Town of Freedom.

All work done in the Cemetery shall be done by appointed or approved contractors with certificates of insurance and shall be appointed or approved by the Freedom Town Board. 

All burials are required to have a maker of metal or concrete. 

The bases of the monuments shall be finished true and level to fit on foundations without wedging or sprawls. 

No monument will be allowed to be delivered in the Cemetery until the foundation is installed and ready to receive the monument. 

Heavy trucking or other vehicular traffic shall be refused entrance to the Cemetery when, in the opinion of the Supervisor or Highway Superintendent, injury to roads and driveways might result. 

All persons shall be allowed access to the Cemetery during daylight hours, observing the rules which are in effect and propriety due the Cemetery. 

Interments on Sunday and Holidays will be governed by the Town of Freedom. 

Per New York State Law burials can be held anytime of the year; however, if burials during times of adverse weather conditions that require special access or result in damage to cemetery property, the family or representative of the deceased desiring access will be required to cover all cost of access and repairs. 

All lot owners are required to notify the Town Clerk of any changes in address. All notices, require the be sent, shall be sent to the last recorded address and such notices shall be deemed adequate. 

Cremated remains will not be permitted to be scattered in any part of the cemetery. Cremated remains must be buried in purchases lot. Four cremations may be buried in one lot. 

All Cremated remains must have a maker of metal or concrete. 

Concrete vaults or concrete grave liners will be required for interments in all graves purchased on or after January 1, 1985, in accordance with the provisions of Cemetery Board Directive 202.6. 

The interment of cremated remains will be permitted only in appropriated rigid receptacles such as plastic or concrete or state approved vaults. 

These policies and procedures may be amended by the Freedom Town Board. 

A motion made by__________________________ Seconded___________________. 

Board Members

Josh Aarum_____________

Josh Cutler_____________

John Hill________________

R. Nick Morgan_____________

Dustin Bliss_________________





Town Clerk__________________ Date   /    /
Due to the 3% yearly price increase the Town Board will review this policy annually at the Reorganization Meeting . 
******************************************************************
V. NEW BUSINESS:
VI. OLD BUSINESS:
A.) Employee Handbook:
B.) Opening Bids:
1.) Spray Foam:

2.) Truck Lift Bids: 

3.) Parking Lot Repair at Post Office: 

C.) Planning Board Position: There were no resumes submitted
D.) Reminder the June, Regular Board Meeting will be held on June 12, 2023: 
VII. Public Comments: 
VIII.     REPORTS & COMMUNICATIONS:

A) Assessors –Grievance Day May 25th from 4 pm to 8pm
B) Building Committee – 

C) Building Inspector – Report Submitted 
D) Highway Superintendent – Report submitted.
E) Clerk/Collector – Report Submitted. 

F) Constable –

G) DCO- Report Submitted 
H) Highway Committee –

I) Insurance Committee- 

J) Justices –  

K) Parks & Recreation –

L) Planning Board – 
M) Supervisor – Report Submitted 
N) Other Town Officials –

A motion to accept the reports & communications as submitted was made by ______________.  Seconded by _____________________.  

Roll call:   
IX.   APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS:

General   #_____ to # _____, Amt. $ __________, Yrly Amt. $____________.

Motion made by  ___________  to accept the General vouchers as written.  Seconded by  ___________.  

Roll call: 
Highway  # ____ to #_____, Amt.  $__________, Yrly Amt. $ ____________.

Motion made by  _____________ to accept the Highway vouchers as written.  Seconded by _____________.  

Roll call:
Lighting District #_______ to #______, Amt.$ ______________, Yrly Amt.$_______________. 

Motion made by ______________ to accept the Lighting District vouchers as submitted. Seconded by ____________. 

Roll Call: 

X.     ADJOURNMENT:  _____________ made the motion to adjourn the meeting at __________ pm.  Seconded by _______________.   

Roll call:
1

