Village Board Meeting and Public Hearing

Village and Town Hall April 19th 2022 at 6:00pm
In person and via Zoom

Attended:
John Burrell

Mayor


Doug Bush

Deputy Mayor



Sean Lowes

Trustee



Caitlin Croft

Trustee



Doug Imhoff

Trustee



Richard Stanton
Attorney



Ben Slotman

Engineer



Mary Klahn

Clerk

Also attended in person:
Jesse Klahn, Job Lowry, Zach Golley, Anthony Fedorowicz, MJ Brown and Kathy Kellogg.  Attended Zoom:  Joe Foltz, Mark Chudy and David Parker.

Call the meeting to order:  Mayor Burrell started the meeting at 6:00pm.
Pledge to the Flag

Good News – Greg Keyser will start on April 25th as assistant planner.

Public Hearing – 2022-2023 Budget

Public Hearing – Local Law #1 of 2022 – Notice of Claim

Mayor Burrell stated that he would keep the public hearings open.

Business from the Floor

MJ Brown spoke about the arboretum clean up day on April 30th at 9:00am. Mayor Burrell stated that he would donate 2 members of the DPW and a front end loader. 

Motion:  to volunteer 2 members of the DPW with a front end loader and one ton by Mr. Lowes
Second:  by Mr. Bush  All ayes.  Carried

Approve minutes

Motion:  to approve the March 15th meeting minutes by Mr. Imhoff

Second:  by Ms. Croft  All ayes.  Carried
March 31, 2022 Financial reports and Audit of Claims
General Fund:
$81,998.26

Sewer Fund:

$21,587.64

Motion:  to pay the bills by Mr. Bush

Second:  by Mr. Lowes  All ayes.  Carried
Motion:  to accept the Financial Reports by Ms. Croft

Second:  by Mr. Lowes  All ayes.  Carried

Close public hearing on Budget
Motion:  to close the Budget public hearing by Mr. Bush.
Second:  by Ms. Croft  All ayes.  Carried
Motion:  to pass the proposed budget for 2022 - 2023 by Ms. Croft
Second:  by Mr. Imhoff  All ayes.  Carried

Close public hearing on Local Law #1 2022
Motion:  by Mr. Lowes to close the public hearing.
Second:  by Mr. Bush  All ayes.  Carried
Motion:  to enact Local Law #1 2022 requiring prior written notification filed with the Village Clerk of the Village of Ellicottville, NY as a condition precedent to the prosecution of causes of actions seeking monetary damages against the Village for conditions in public right-of-ways, or certain public infrastructure by Mr. Bush.
Second:  by Mr. Imhoff  All ayes.  Carried 
Mill Street Project

Motion:  for Mayor Burrell to sign the Negative Declaration on the SEQR for Mill Street by Ms. Croft.
Second:  by Mr. Lowes  All ayes.  Carried
DEC completed the archeology survey. Disturbed down to 14 inches and nothing was found.

Mayor Burrell would like to see the money from the County by May 31st of this year.

Motion:  to transfer the necessary funds from the Sewer fund balance to the General fund for the Mill Street project by Mr. Bush

Second:  by Mr. Imhoff  All ayes.  Carried

Mayor’s Report

3/16/2022 Erie County Village Officials Meeting

3/22/2022 Skate Park Meeting

3/30/2022 Ellicottville Rotary – State of the Village

4/06/2022 Budget Workshop

4/14/2022 Water Meeting

4/15/2022 Water Meeting – Matt McAndrew – held by zoom
4/18/2022 Budget Workshop

4/25/2022 Skate Park Scoping Meeting

4/26/2022 Well Head Protection Meeting

4/29/2022 Arbor Day Celebration- Proclamation needs to be updated.

5/04/2022 NYCOM Annual Conference-Bolton Landing

Motion:  by Mr. Bush to allow Mayor Burrell and Ms. Croft to attend.

Second:  by Mr. Imhoff  All ayes.  Carried

5/18-19/2022 WNY Regional Training Conference Holiday Valley

Department and Committee Reports for Approval

Planning – Nancy Rogan/Doug Bush-Caitlin Croft/Rich Stanton

Legal

Release of Water and Sewer Easement

Motion:  to have Mr. Stanton make an amendment on the second paragraph.  Whereas, Ellicottville believes instead of understood, by Mr. Lowes

Second:  by Mr. Bush  All ayes.  Carried

Engineering Report
Motion:  to accept the Engineering report by Mr. Imhoff
Second:  by Ms.Croft  All ayes.  Carried

Received quotes on the I& I project.  Three quotes and Mr. Slotman is recommending Tech Smith $8,760 for the first month. Additional month was $7,000.  This is part of the $30,000 grant that we already authorized.  MDAs agreement was not to exceed $25,000 total project is $36,000 already authorized.
Motion: to award Tech Smith by Mr. Bush
Second:  by Ms. Croft  All ayes.  Carried

Capital Project Fund – Skate Park
Next meeting 4/25/22
DPW Report

Motion:  by Mr. Lowes to accept the DPW Report.
Second:  by Mr. Imhoff  All ayes.  Carried
New one ton and a new pick-up truck are in the sewer budget.
Code Enforcement Report

Motion:  by Mr. Bush to accept the Code Enforcement Report.
Second:  by Ms. Croft  All ayes.  Carried
Beautification – Sean Lowes

Statue for the Village Square – Mr. Lowes is asking for the Chamber to allow another statue from May until after Fall Festival. The statue is of Gabrielle Douglas who is a US Women’s Artistic gymnast.
Motion:  to allow by Mr. Bush

Second:  by Ms. Croft  All ayes.  Carried

Sidewalks – Sean Lowes
Mayor Burrell discussed the need to start marking areas of water pooling on sidewalks after heavy rainfall.  The effort needs to be done to plan and prioritize the sidewalks that need to be raised during the summer to prevent future water pooling.

Refuse – Caitlin Croft
Town and Country has purchase a new truck and is separating the refuse.  The committee was reviewing concerns with the trash collection schedule that did not permit weekend residents to make use of the trash collection and also the lack of recycling by the current refuse service. The committee would like the board to adjust the fine $25 first offense and then $50 for not taking back your cans on time and provide a paid option for cans to be placed back by the residence after pickup, and efforts with Town and Country to address the lack of recycling.  DEC has more questions about village residents following the rules with the recyclables. Ms. Croft is asking to dissolve the committee.

Mr. Stanton stated that $ 25 is not enough and is recommending we should start with $50.00. About bringing in carts the DPW does not have the time to do that.  Visitors have an obligation to take care of it.  Mayor Burrell does not feel it is the Village of Ellicottville’s responsibility.  Mr. Lowes stated that Town and Country could provide that service.  Being it shouldn’t be that many.  

Motion:  to dissolve the committee by Mr. Bush
Second:  by Mr. Lowes  All ayes.  Carried

DEC thought we removed the recyclables section in our local law.  We did not.
Amend the refuse law amounts to $50 possible public hearing in June.

Motion:  for a letter of support from the Mayor and the board for the need for parking in the Village to the County by Mr. Bush

Second:  by Mr. Imhoff  All ayes.  Carried

Greg Kerl is asking for an adjustment for Daniel Scorgie in the trailer park, stating the water never went down the sewer and provided proof.  
Motion:  by Ms. Croft to forgive the added charge for sewer and charge $60.00.
Second:   by Mr. Lowes All ayes.  Carried

6535 Maples Road – Dan Logel stated in writing that his water leak never went down the sewer with several photos.

Motion:  to allow the sewer bill to be reduced to $60.00 by Mr. Imhoff
Second:  by Mr. Lowes  All ayes.  Carried

Motion:  to override the states tax cap by Mr. Bush
Second:  by Ms. Croft   All ayes.  Carried

Motion:  to go into executive session pending litigation by Mr. Lowes.
Second:  by Mr. Bush  All ayes.  Carried
Motion:  to go out of executive session by Mr. Lowes
Second:  by Mr. Imhoff  All ayes.  Carried
Motion:  to adjourn by Mr. Bush  at 7:40pm
Second:  by Ms. Croft  All ayes.  Carried

