Agenda

Town of Freedom

Regular Board Meeting

Monday, January 23, 2023
Meeting called to order at _________ pm by _____________________.

I. PLEDGE TO THE FLAG: 

II. REVIEW OF MINUTES:

A) Town Board Meeting –Organizational Meeting – January 7, 2023
A motion was made by __________ to accept the Meeting Minutes as submitted. Seconded by ______________. 

Roll Call: 
III.                         TOWN OF FREEDOM

RESOLUTION # 1-2023



              
January 23, 2023


A resolution authorizing the Records Management Officer to dispose of certain records.

Whereas:


The State of New York Education Department has established a Disposition Schedule for Archives Records Retention identified as Schedule MU-1, which is a guideline for the disposal of certain records, and

Whereas:


Said Schedule MU-1 identifies the following records of the Town of Freedom as being disposable;

1. Agendas, Notes, sign in sheets from the years 2018-2019

2. Monthly Reports for the Town Clerk, Building inspector, Supervisor, Dog Control, Planning Board, Senior Citizens, Highway, Marriage Licenses, Cattaraugus County Transfer Station Ticket, Clerk to Supervisor, and Assessor from the years 2014-2015

3. General and Highway Vouchers for the years 2014-2015 

4. Town Clerk/Tax Collector – Transaction Record Books 2002-2012

5. Town Clerk/Tax Collector – Banking 2015

6. Supervisors – Banking 2014-2015

7. Handicap – Application for Parking Permits 2011-2012

8. Final Assessment Rolls 2009-2012

9. Tentative Assessment Rolls 2014-2017

Whereas:


The Records Management Officer of the Town of Freedom has identified the aforementioned documents to be available for disposal

Be it Resolved that:


The Town Board of the Town of Freedom does hereby authorize the Records Management Officer to dispose of the previously identified records in accordance with accepted practices.
Motion by: _________________________, Seconded by__________________________

Roll call:

Josh Aarum:

Josh Cutler:

John Hill:

R. Nick Morgan:

Supervisor, Dustin Bliss:

                  Clerk: ________________________Date: ___/___/___    

******************************************************
IV.                                                           TOWN OF FREEDOM   
  
Resolution #2 





January 23, 2023 
  
  
Resolution Requesting the Cattaraugus County Legislature and   
the Cattaraugus County Industrial Development Agency (the “IDA”) to Support   
a Payment in Lieu of Taxes (“PILOT”) for the Alle-Catt Wind Energy Project   
to Ensure Adequate Financial Compensation for the Host Communities  
  
WHEREAS, in 2018, Alle-Catt Wind Energy LLC (“ACWE”) applied to the New York State Board on Electric Generation Siting and the Environment (the “Siting Board”) for a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need pursuant to Article 10 of the New York Public Service Law for the construction and operation of a 340 megawatt wind-powered electric generation facility located in the Towns of Centerville and Rushford in Allegany County, the Towns of Farmersville and Freedom (the “Town”) in Cattaraugus County , and the Town of Arcade in Wyoming County (the “Wind Project”).    
  
WHEREAS, in 2019, the Town Board of the Town of Freedom (the “Town Board”), agreed to and adopted Host Community Agreements (the “HCAs”) with ACWE, to ensure that the Town and its residents were compensated for the impacts of the Wind Project, as well as for ACWE’s use of the Town’s roads and infrastructure to construct the Wind Project.  
 
WHEREAS, the projected total compensation under the HCAs for the Town is several millions of dollars, paid over a period of 20 years.    
 
WHEREAS, the HCAs contemplate ACWE applying for and obtaining a PILOT from the IDA and set the compensation for the Town based on the size of the approved PILOT.  
 
WHEREAS, the Town Board recognizes that many of the Town’s residents, including the Board Members themselves, have been either opposed to or concerned about the Wind Project or certain aspects of it, or about the policy of New York State to overrule local communities, or both.    
 
WHEREAS, members of the County Legislature shared these concerns when, in August of 2018, they adopted Resolution/Act No. 368-2018, which requested that the IDA not approve a PILOT for the Wind Project.    
               
WHEREAS, in June of 2020, the Siting Board granted ACWE’s application for the Certificate.    
 
WHEREAS, the Town of Farmersville and a group of local citizens filed lawsuits challenging the Siting Board decision to award the Certificate.    
 
WHEREAS, in late 2021, the New York State Supreme Court, Appellate Division, Fourth Department denied and dismissed these lawsuits and upheld the Siting Board’s decision to award ACWE a Certificate, meaning the most viable legal challenges against the Wind Project have now concluded.    
 
WHEREAS, the Wind Project is now poised to move forward, with construction expected to begin in 2023.    
 
WHEREAS, the Town understands that ACWE intends to move forward with the Wind Project regardless of whether a PILOT is approved.    
 
WHEREAS, if the IDA does not approve a PILOT, ACWE has the right to terminate the HCAs, including the annual payments, as ACWE will instead be paying taxes on the Wind Project.    
  
WHEREAS, the Town Board recognizes that significant portions of these taxes will not go directly to the host community Towns, whose residents will be most impacted by the Wind Project.    
 
WHEREAS, in the absence of a PILOT, the Town and their residents will stand to lose several millions of dollars in annual payments under the HCAs, which would not be equitable, as a host community Town will be most directly impacted by the Wind Project.    
 
WHEREAS, the Town Board members, regardless of their personal feelings or concerns about the Wind Project (or the State’s policy), cannot in good conscience allow their communities to lose these annual payments under the HCAs while the Wind Project moves forward, nor can they support a greater share of revenues being diverted away from a host community Town, which is the end result absent an appropriate PILOT.    
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Board of the Town of Freedom that:    
 
1.
The Town Board respectfully request that the County Legislature and IDA support a PILOT for the Wind Project, particularly a PILOT that would allow for ACWE to make the largest possible annual host-community payments to the Town whose residents must endure the most significant impacts of the Wind Project.  Specifically, the Town Board would request the PILOT agreement be for at least 20 years and for an amount at $5,000 per megawatt (MW) or less of installed capacity.    
 
2. 
The Town Board believes that support for a PILOT is not the same thing as support for the Wind Project.  Instead, support for a PILOT simply recognizes that the Wind Project is now moving forward, and that it is in the best interests of the host community—and their elected representatives in Little Valley—to maximize the financial benefits for the affected Town and its residents.  At the time the County Legislature adopted Resolution/Act No. 368-2018, it was far from clear whether the Wind Project would ever move forward.  The situation has changed considerably since then.    
 
3.  
This resolution is effective immediately.    
PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Town of FREEDOM Town Board on this ____ day of __________, 2022   
 
Motion by: ____________________ Seconded by: ______________________  
               
Aarum:   
Hill:  
Morgan:  
Bliss:   
************************************************************************
V. At the January 7, 2023 Reorganization Meeting a motion was made by Supervisor Dustin Bliss and he abstained from the vote, the motion needs to be made by and seconded by other members of the board because this involved the Supervisor Books: 
                Audit Declaration and Petty Cash and Annual Audit for: 
 
A. TAX COLLECTOR - $200.00-Bank Statements-     
                                                Annual Report  
B. TOWN CLERK - $100.00 -Minute Book- Bank  
Statements-Annual Report 
C. JUSTICE - $150.00 
 
D. HIGHWAY SUPT. - $200.00 
E. BUILDING INSPECTOR – 2021 printout of all 
permits 
F. SUPERVISOR - $0 petty cash and Supervisor’s Books 
  
A motion was made by ______________ to accept the annual audit of the records as presented. Motion was seconded by _______________. 
 
Roll call: 
VI. Agreement for the Expenditure of Highway Moneys: (Signed by Board Members)  
This was not available at the January 7, 2023 Reorganization meeting and the board did not approve this item under Assignments. All Board members must sign this before leaving this evening.  
A motion was made by _____________to approve expenditure of Highway Moneys. Seconded by____________________.
Roll Call: 

VII. OLD BUSINESS:
A. REMINDER: Change of date for February Meeting will be February 13, 2023:
VII.       NEW BUSINESS:
A. Town office sign at the end of Eagle Street:  

VIII. Public Comments:

IX.      REPORTS & COMMUNICATIONS:

A) Assessors –Report Submitted
B) Building Committee – 

C) Building Inspector – Report Submitted
D) Highway Superintendent – Report Submitted



E) Clerk/Collector – Report Submitted   

F) Constable –

G) DCO – 
H) Highway Committee – 

I) Justices – 

J) Parks & Recreation – 

K) Planning Board – 
L) Supervisor –Report Submitted at Reorganization. 
M) Other Town Officials –

A motion to accept the reports & communications as submitted was made by __________.  Seconded by __________ 

Ro11 call: 

X. APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS:

General   __ to # ___, Amt. $ ______________, Yrly Amt. _____________.

Motion made by________to accept the General vouchers as submitted.  Seconded by ___________.  

                  Roll call: 

Highway  ___ to ____, Amt.  __________, Yrly Amt. ____________.

Motion made by ______________ to accept the Highway vouchers as submitted . Seconded by ____________. 

Roll call: 

Lighting District ________ to _______, Amt. ______________, Yrly Amt._______________. 

Roll Call: 

Delevan Fire District _____ to _____, Amt. ______________, Yrly Amt.______________. 

Roll Call:

Farmersville Fire District ______to _______,Amt. ________________, Yrly Amt. __________________. 

Roll Call: 

XI. ADJOURNMENT:  

_____________ made the motion to adjourn the meeting at _____ p. m. Seconded by _______________.

Roll call: 
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