
MINUTES OF THE 
TOWN BOARD MEETING

SEPTEMBER 8, 2022
The regular meeting of the Town Board, Town of Ripley was called to order by Supervisor Bowen at 7:30 p.m., in the Ripley Town Hall with the Pledge of Allegiance.  The following were present:

Supervisor:

Douglas Bowen
Council:

Michael Rowe




Phil Chimera




Donald Henry




Lee Swoap - Absent
Town Clerk:

Rebecca Rowe Carvallo 

Dept. Heads:
Gloria McCormick, Dog Control Officer
Guests:   Rebecca Wood


As the Town Board continues safe COVID -19 pandemic procedures, this evening’s meeting was held with social distancing practices and on “Zoom” for those who would rather participate from home.

Zoom Dept. Heads: Special Counsel Attorney Ben Wisniewski, 
Zoom Guests:  David Prenatt; New reporter, Melissa Fisher, Roy Fisher, Kathy Thompson
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The minutes of the Regular Town Board Meeting dated August 11, 2022 were approved.  Councilman Rowe moved and Councilman Chimera seconded.  This was carried unanimously.

APPROVAL OF ABSTRACTS



Warrant No. 9 in the amount of $22,372.83 drawn on the General Acct. Was presented and audited by the Board Members.


Warrant No. 9 in the amount of $20,045.03 drawn on the Highway Acct. Was presented and audited by the Board Members.

Warrant No. 9 in the amount of $1,278.52 drawn on the St. Light Acct. Was presented and audited by the Board Members.


Warrant No. 9 in the amount of $5,125.03 drawn on the Sewer Acct. Was presented and audited by the Board Members.


Warrant No. 9 in the amount of $7,862.80 drawn on the Water Acct. Was presented and audited by the Board Members.

Warrant No. 9 in the amount of $44,169.80 drawn on the Capital Acct. Was presented and audited by the Board Members.


Councilman Rowe made the following motion: that the Supervisor be directed to draw the checks to cover the warrant as allowed for vouchers numbered 675 through 742.  This was seconded by Councilman Chimera and carried unanimously.  
APPROVAL OF THE AUGUST 2022 FINANCIAL STATEMENT

Councilman Rowe made the motion to approve the Supervisor’s August 2022 Financial Statement.  This was seconded by Councilman Chimera and carried unanimously. 
CORRESPONDENCE

*Supervisor’s Office received the monthly Time Warner Cable (Charter Communications) update.

*New York State Dept. of AG & Markets Town of Ripley Awarded $25,000. To develop an Agricultural & Farm Land Protection Plan. 

BUDGET TRANSFERS


GENERAL FUND

$1,535  FROM A1990.4
Contingent Acct.


 TO        A7310.1
Youth Program Personal Services

To cover overage from full day program instead of just half days shared with RCS

$500.  FROM   A9010.8
Employee Benefits – State Retirement

            TO         A9050.8
Employee Benefits-SUTA

To cover increase in unemployment rate


SEWER DISTRICT #1 FUND

$200.    FROM     SS9010.8
Employee Benefits – State Retirement

             TO           SS9050.8   Employee Benefits -
SUTA

To cover increase in unemployment rate

Supervisor Bowen moved the Budget Transfers as presented.  This was seconded by Councilman Chimera and carried unanimously.

AUTHORIZE BIDS FOR HIGHWAY GARAGE REPAIR

RESOLUTION 95-2022

TOWN OF RIPLEY

APPROVE SOLICITATION OF BIDS HIGHWAY GARAGE REPAIR
Resolved, that the Town Clerk is authorized to advertise for sealed bids for repair of the Highway Department Garage’s Repair consistent with the Advertisement attached hereto.

Resolution 95-2022 was moved by Supervisor Bowen, seconded by Councilman Rowe.   ROLL CALL VOTE:  Mr. Swoap – ABSENT, Mr. Henry YES, Mr. Chimera YES, Mr. Rowe YES and Mr. Bowen YES.  Carried.

TOWN OF RIPLEY

COUNTY OF CHAUTAUQUA, STATE OF NEW YORK

HIGHWAY GARAGE IMPROVEMENTS

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Sealed Bids for the construction of the Town of Ripley – Highway Garage Improvements will be received by the Town of Ripley, at the office of the Ripley Town Clerk, until 3:00 p.m. local time on October 7, 2022, at which time the Bids received will be publicly opened and read.  The Project consists of metal roof replacement with insulated panels, applied wall insulation, modifications to a toilet room for accessibility, door, window, and gas-fired heater replacements at the Highway Garage.
Prospective Bidders may examine the Bidding Documents at the Issuing Office on Mondays through Fridays between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., and may obtain copies of the Bidding Documents from the Issuing Office as described below. Electronic copies (preferred method) of the Bidding Documents may be obtained (at no charge) by emailing Lindsay McLaren.
The Issuing Office for the Bidding Documents is:

CPL

26 Mississippi Street, Suite 300

Buffalo, New York 14203

Contact to obtain documents:  Lindsay McLaren, lmclaren@CPLteam.com

Contact for project questions:  Michelle Ezzo, mezzo@CPLteam.com

Bidding Documents also may be examined at:

Town of Ripley – Clerk’s Office

14 North State Street

Ripley, New York 14775-0002

Contact: Rebecca Rowe Carvallo – 716.736.6881, townclerk@ripley-ny.com

Hours:  9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. and 1:16 pm to 4:30 pm, Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday

ConstructConnect – http://www.constructconnect.com

Construction Exchange of Buffalo & WNY – https://conexbuff.com

Dodge Data & Analytics – https://www.construction.com

Southern Tier Builder’s Association – http://stba.com

Printed copies of the Bidding Documents may be obtained in person from the Issuing Office, during the hours indicated above, upon payment of a deposit of $75.00 for each set.  Bidders who return full sets of the Bidding Documents in good condition (suitable for re-use) within 30 days after receipt of Bids will receive a full refund. Non-Bidders, and Bidders who obtain more than one set of the Bidding Documents, will receive a refund of $25.00 for documents returned in good condition within the time limit indicated above. Checks for Bidding Documents shall be payable to “Town of Ripley.”  Requests for mailing of Bidding Documents shall be made ONLY to the Issuing Office.  Upon request and receipt of the document deposit indicated above, plus a non-refundable shipping charge, the Issuing Office will transmit the Bidding Documents via delivery service.  The shipping charge amount will depend on the shipping method selected by the prospective Bidder and will be paid by way of a separate check made payable to “CPL.”  Alternatively, Bidders can provide their UPS or FedEx shipper account number for shipment of Bidding Documents.  The date that the Bidding Documents are transmitted by the Issuing Office will be considered the Bidder’s date of receipt of the Bidding Documents.  Partial sets of Bidding Documents will not be available from the Issuing Office.  Neither Owner nor Engineer will be responsible for full or partial sets of Bidding Documents, including Addenda if any, obtained from sources other than the Issuing Office.  Only Bidders receiving bid documents from the Issuing Office will be allowed to submit a bid to be considered for award.

A pre-bid conference will be held at the Highway Garage—date and time to be determined.
Requests for Information (RFI) will only be accepted in written form.  RFI’s will be accepted until 4:00 p.m. local time on September 29, 2022, at the Office of the Engineer to the attention of Michelle Ezzo via post or email (mezzo@CPLteam.com).  If necessary, an Addendum will be issued via email by 4:00 p.m. local time on October 4, 2022 to the addresses recorded on the Plan Holders List.

A Bid security shall be furnished in accordance with the Instructions to Bidders.

Each bid must be accompanied by a bid bond from a domestic carrier licensed to do business in the State of New York in the amount of not less than five percent (5%) of the amount of the bid submitted.

This project is partially funded under the Community Facilities as administered by the United States Department of Agriculture Rural Development (USDA RD) and is subject to the provisions of Section 3 of the HUD Act of 1968 as amended and other USDA RD regulations. Prospective bidders should review the USDA RD requirements included in the contract documents.

· Section 746 of Title VII of the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2017 (Division A - Agriculture, Rural Development, Food and Drug Administration, and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2017) and subsequent statutes mandating domestic preference applies an American Iron and Steel requirement to this project. All iron and steel products used in this project must be produced in the United States. The term “iron and steel products” means the following products made primarily of iron or steel: lined or unlined pipes and fittings, manhole covers and other municipal castings, hydrants, tanks, flanges, pipe clamps and restraints, valves, structural steel, reinforced precast concrete, and Construction Materials.

Bidders on this work will be required to comply with Executive Order Nos. 11,246 and 11,375 which prohibit discrimination in employment regarding race, creed, color, sex, or national origin.

The successful bidder must be an equal opportunity employer, must meet all appropriate State and Federal standards, and comply with all relevant governmental regulations.

Statement of Non-Collusion: Bidders on the contract are required to execute a non-collusive bidding certificate pursuant to Section 103d of the General Municipal Law of the State of New York.

Security for Faithful Performance: The successful bidder will be required to furnish Performance and Labor and Material Payment Bonds written by firms licensed to do business in New York State, each in the amount of one hundred percent (100%) of the contract amounts in accordance with the provisions of the Contract Documents.

Sales and Use of Tax Exemptions: The Town of Ripley is exempt from the payment of sales and compensation use taxes of the State of New York and of cities and counties on all materials, equipment, and supplies sold to the Town of Ripley pursuant to this contract. Also exempt from such taxes are purchases by the Contractor and his Subcontractors of materials, equipment, and supplies to be sold to the Town of Ripley pursuant to this contract, including tangible personal property to be incorporated in any structure, building, or other real property forming part of the project. These taxes are not to be included in the Bid.

All bids shall be binding for a period of forty-five (45) days after the bid opening date. The Town of Ripley reserves the right to reject any and all bids and to waive any informalities therein.

Owner:
Town of Ripley
By:
Rebecca Rowe Carvallo
Title:
Town Clerk
Date:
September 15, 2022

OLD WATER/SEWER DUMP TRUCK TO SURPLUS
RESOLUTION 96-2022
TOWN OF RIPLEY

SURPLUS WATER/SEWER DEPARTMENT DUMP TRUCK
Resolved, that the Town Shall surplus and liquidate the old dump truck in the possession of the Water and Sewer Department by soliciting bids, with a minimum bid of $3,500.   

Resolution 96-2022 was moved by Supervisor Bowen, seconded by Councilman Chimera.   ROLL CALL VOTE:  Mr. Swoap – ABSENT, Mr. Henry YES, Mr. Chimera YES, Mr. Rowe YES and Mr. Bowen YES.  Carried.

PURCHASE MEMORIAL BENCH CHARLES CARR
RESOLUTION 97-2022

TOWN OF RIPLEY

CHARLES CARR MEMORIAL BENCH

Resolved, that the Town Clerk’s Office be authorized to purchase proposed Memorial Bench “Remembering Coach Carr” with donations received in Memory of Charles Carr. Memorial bench to be installed in the Spring of 2023 at the Town basketball court, 1 Park Avenue pavilion site.   

Resolution 97-2022 was moved by Councilman Rowe, seconded by Councilman Chimera.   ROLL CALL VOTE:  Mr. Swoap – ABSENT, Mr. Henry YES, Mr. Chimera YES, Mr. Rowe YES and Mr. Bowen YES.  Carried.

SHARED SERVICE AGREEMENT ROLLER PURCHASE
 RESOLUTION 98-2022
TOWN OF RIPLEY

SHARED SERVICE AGREEMENT

Resolved, that the Town Supervisor is authorized to execute the shared services Intermunicipal Agreement with the Town of Chautauqua, Town of Portland, and Town of Westfield for the purchase of a double drum roller subject to review by the Town legal counsel and Town insurance carrier.  The Board further authorizes the use of funds from the Town’s Equipment Reserve to cover its share of proportional financial obligations required by Intermunicipal Agreement.  The intermunicipal Agreement is attached hereto.  
Resolution 98-2022 was moved by Supervisor Bowen, seconded by Councilman Rowe.   ROLL CALL VOTE:  Mr. Swoap – ABSENT, Mr. Henry YES, Mr. Chimera YES, Mr. Rowe YES and Mr. Bowen YES.  Carried.

RESOLUTION 99-2022

TOWN OF RIPLEY

EQUIPMENT RESERVE FUND TRANSFER

Resolved, that the Town Board approve the Transfer of $13,125. From the Equipment Reserve Fund to the Highway Machinery Equipment Fund 5130.2 for the Roller purchase.   

Resolution 99-2022 was moved by Supervisor Bowen, seconded by Councilman Rowe.   ROLL CALL VOTE:  Mr. Swoap – ABSENT, Mr. Henry YES, Mr. Chimera YES, Mr. Rowe YES and Mr. Bowen YES.  Carried.

QUINCY CEMETERY WATER LINE REPAIR

RESOLUTION 100-2022

TOWN OF RIPLEY

WATER LINE REPAIR QUINCY CEMETERY

Resolved, that the Town shall allocate sufficient funds for the repair to a water line at Quincy Cemetery.  The funds allocated shall not exceed Four Thousand Dollars ($4,000.)
Resolution 100-2022 was moved by Supervisor Bowen, seconded by Councilman Chimera.   ROLL CALL VOTE:  Mr. Swoap – ABSENT, Mr. Henry YES, Mr. Chimera YES, Mr. Rowe YES and Mr. Bowen YES.  Carried.

APPROVAL OF DOG SHELTER AGREEMENTS

Gloria McCormick, Dog Control Officer, spoke to the Board about the changes with the to the Chautauqua County Humane Society and the proposed contracts for Dog Shelter.  Mrs. McCormick requested that the Board approve the agreements but removed the word Law Enforcement and clarify that the Town’s Dog Control Officer is the only one that can bring in Dogs for the Town of Ripley. 
RESOLUTION 101

TOWN OF RIPLEY

DOG SHELTER AGREEMENTS
Resolved, that the Town Supervisor is authorized to execute the Small Town Shelter DCO Agreement, Doug Sheltering Agreement and Shelter Lease Agreement and Secondary Contract for Shelter of Canines” subject to review by Town Legal Counsel and Town Insurance carrier.  Copies of the contracts are attached hereto.  
Resolution 101-2022 was moved by Supervisor Bowen, seconded by Councilman Rowe.   ROLL CALL VOTE:  Mr. Swoap – ABSENT, Mr. Henry YES, Mr. Chimera YES, Mr. Rowe YES and Mr. Bowen YES.  Carried.   

UPDATE SOUTH RIPLEY SOLAR PROJECT


Special Counsel Ben Wisniewski, informed the Board that he filed the Town’s Local Law Compliance Statement with ORES.  

Mr. Wisniewski reviewed the ORES Hearing of held at Meeder’s Restaurant and the Fire Chief’s concern regarding BESS

Mr. Wisniewski addressed the Board regarding the Fire Districts Funding from the South Ripley Solar Project and encouraged the Town Board to support the Town’s Fire Districts with ConnectGen Funding.  

DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS
ASSESSOR 


Councilman Rowe presented Mr. Jones Assessor’s monthly report.

WATER/SEWER 


Councilman Rowe presented Superintendent Strine’s monthly report.

HIGHWAY 


Councilman Chimera presented Superintendent Spacht’s monthly report.

SUPERVISOR’S REPORT


Supervisor Bowen stated that the Water#4 Water line project construction will Be starting.  The Contractor has enough materials to complete the first 4000 Feet.


Mr. Bowen also informed the board that the contractor’s for the Sewer Main repair on Main Street should start ground restoration next week.    

PRIVILEGE FO THE FLOOR


Shelly Spacht, North East-Sherman Road, asked when the Highway Garage bids were due.


Mrs. Spacht also inquired as to the Highway Roller contract change.


Mrs. Spacht addressed Mr. Wisniewski asking if the Farm Land Protection Comprehensive Plan would affect the South Ripley Solar Project.   


It was stated that it would not affect the South Ripley Solar Project, but possibly future renewable energy projects.


Mrs. Spacht asked Mr. Wisniewski if he advised the Board not to attend the ORES meeting held at Meeder’s Restaurant.   Mr. Wisniewski stated that he did advise the Board not to attend the ORES hearing as a Board. It was not their meeting to attend. 


Mrs. Spacht requested that the Town Board Members review the ORES public meetings video.  


Mrs. Spacht stated she was thankful to have tonight’s ZOOM link posted on the Town’s Website and requested that it would continue for all future meetings.

Rebecca Wood, West Main Street, stated her concerns regarding the ground restoration following the Main Street Sewer repair project and asked if all shrubs and trees would be replaced.    Mr. Bowen stated that the final payment to the contractor’s would not be made until the project was completed satisfactory. 

Melissa Fisher, West Side Hill Road, asked for a breakdown of why the Water/Sewer Department was purchasing two new trucks. 


Mr. Bowen informed her that the Water/Sewer Department did not purchase two new trucks.   The Department just replaced the Dump Truck.  
Mr. Rowe moved to adjourn.   This was seconded by Councilman Chimera and carried unanimously.  8:20 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Rebecca Rowe Carvallo

Town Clerk
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