AGENDA

Town of Freedom

Regular Board Meeting

Monday, April 17, 2023
Meeting called to order at _______pm by _____________________

 I. PLEDGE TO THE FLAG:

II. REVIEW OF MINUTES:
Town Board Meeting – Monday, March 20, 2023
A motion was made by _________________ to accept the Meeting Minutes as submitted. Seconded by ___________________.  
Roll call:
************************************************************************
III.
TOWN OF FREEDOM 

Resolution #2 





_____________2023
Resolution Requesting the Cattaraugus County Legislature and 
the Cattaraugus County Industrial Development Agency (the “IDA”) to Support 
a Payment in Lieu of Taxes (“PILOT”) for the Alle-Catt Wind Energy Project 
to Ensure Adequate Financial Compensation for the Host Communities



WHEREAS, in 2018, Alle-Catt Wind Energy LLC (“ACWE”) applied to the New York State Board on Electric Generation Siting and the Environment (the “Siting Board”) for a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need pursuant to Article 10 of the New York Public Service Law for the construction and operation of a 340 megawatt wind-powered electric generation facility located in the Towns of Centerville and Rushford in Allegany County, the Towns of Farmersville and Freedom (the “Town”) in Cattaraugus County , and the Town of Arcade in Wyoming County (the “Wind Project”).  



WHEREAS, in 2019, the Town Board of the Town of Freedom (the “Town Board”), agreed to and adopted Host Community Agreements (the “HCAs”) with ACWE, to ensure that the Town and its residents were compensated for the impacts of the Wind Project, as well as for ACWE’s use of the Town’s roads and infrastructure to construct the Wind Project.



WHEREAS, the projected total compensation under the HCAs for the Town is several millions of dollars, paid over a period of 20 years.  



WHEREAS, the HCAs contemplate ACWE applying for and obtaining a PILOT from the IDA and set the compensation for the Town based on the size of the approved PILOT.



WHEREAS, the Town Board recognizes that many of the Town’s residents, including the Board Members themselves, have been either opposed to or concerned about the Wind Project or certain aspects of it, or about the policy of New York State to overrule local communities, or both.  



WHEREAS, members of the County Legislature shared these concerns when, in August of 2018, they adopted Resolution/Act No. 368-2018, which requested that the IDA not approve a PILOT for the Wind Project.  



WHEREAS, in June of 2020, the Siting Board granted ACWE’s application for the Certificate.  



WHEREAS, the Town of Farmersville and a group of local citizens filed lawsuits challenging the Siting Board decision to award the Certificate.  



WHEREAS, in late 2021, the New York State Supreme Court, Appellate Division, Fourth Department denied and dismissed these lawsuits and upheld the Siting Board’s decision to award ACWE a Certificate, meaning the most viable legal challenges against the Wind Project have now concluded.  



WHEREAS, the Wind Project is now poised to move forward, with construction expected to begin in 2023.  



WHEREAS, the Town understands that ACWE intends to move forward with the Wind Project regardless of whether a PILOT is approved.  



WHEREAS, if the IDA does not approve a PILOT, ACWE has the right to terminate the HCAs, including the annual payments, as ACWE will instead be paying taxes on the Wind Project.  



WHEREAS, the Town Board recognizes that significant portions of these taxes will not go directly to the host community Towns, whose residents will be most impacted by the Wind Project.  



WHEREAS, in the absence of a PILOT, the Town and their residents will stand to lose several millions of dollars in annual payments under the HCAs, which would not be equitable, as a host community Town will be most directly impacted by the Wind Project.  



WHEREAS, the Town Board members, regardless of their personal feelings or concerns about the Wind Project (or the State’s policy), cannot in good conscience allow their communities to lose these annual payments under the HCAs while the Wind Project moves forward, nor can they support a greater share of revenues being diverted away from a host community Town, which is the end result absent an appropriate PILOT.  



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Board of the Town of Freedom that:  



1.
The Town Board respectfully request that the County Legislature and IDA support a PILOT for the Wind Project, particularly a PILOT that would allow for ACWE to make the largest possible annual host-community payments to the Town whose residents must endure the most significant impacts of the Wind Project.  Specifically, the Town Board would request the PILOT agreement be for at least 20 years and for an amount at $5,000 per megawatt (MW) or less of installed capacity.  



2. 
The Town Board believes that support for a PILOT is not the same thing as support for the Wind Project.  Instead, support for a PILOT simply recognizes that the Wind Project is now moving forward, and that it is in the best interests of the host community—and their elected representatives in Little Valley—to maximize the financial benefits for the affected Town and its residents.  At the time the County Legislature adopted Resolution/Act No. 368-2018, it was far from clear whether the Wind Project would ever move forward.  The situation has changed considerably since then.  



3.  
This resolution is effective immediately.  

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Town of FREEDOM Town Board on this ____ day of __________, 2023
Motion by: ____________________ Seconded by: ______________________

Aarum: 

Milks: 

Hill:

Morgan:

Bliss: 




Clerk______________________Date    /     ************************************************************************
IV. TOWN OF FREEDOM

RESOLUTION #5-2023




                 April 17, 2023

A Resolution Transferring Funds 

The Town Board of the Town of Freedom, pursuant to Town Law Section 112, Paragraph 1 wishes to:

Transfer excess funds from:

DA201 – General Fund Monies in the amount of $5,021.25

To:

DA9050.8 (Employee Benefits – Unemployment Insurance) to cover the cost of Unemployment Insurance in the Highway Department for the first quarter of 2023.

Motion by: ________________, Seconded by __________________

Roll call:

Aarum:

Cutler:

Hill:

Morgan:

Bliss:

Clerk: __________________Date:   /    /     

************************************************************************

V. 




Town of Freedom 
Resolution #6-2023




                 April 17, 2023





Please see attached resolution

Motion made by:____________________ Seconded by_____________________

Aarum:

Cutler:

Hill:

Morgan: 

Bliss:  




Clerk_____________________Date / /

************************************************************************

          VI. Wyoming County Animal Control Officer Justa Goodell: 
VII. OLD BUSINESS:
A) Highway Position: 

A motion was made by _______________________to hire ______________for the open position for the Highway Department. Seconded by______________

Roll Call: 

B) Mowing Position: 

A motion was made by __________________________to hire ____________for the summer mowing position. Seconded by______________. 

Roll Call: 

C) Planning Board Applications: No one applied 
D) Cares Act Money: 
1.) Spray Foam 
E.) EMPLOYEES POLICY AND PROCEDURES MANUAL:

A motion was made by __________________ to have a Public Hearing             on the Employees Policy and Procedures Manual. Seconded by_____________. 
     Roll Call: 

F.) Grievance Board: The Town Board needs to approve the Grievance Board to be here for Grievance Day from 3:45-8 pm on May 25, 2023. 
A motion was made by___________________to approve the Grievance Board to work from 3:45-8pm on May 25, 2023. Seconded by___________________. 

Roll Call:
   VIII.   NEW BUSINESS: 
A) Porta potty at the Sandusky Park: Zeuches would be $125.00 a month and Blue Moon is $100.00 a month, both give service once a week:
B) Elton Cemeteries: 
C) Moving the June meeting because of Juneteenth:  

A motion was made by____________to move the June Regular Board Meeting to __________, 2023 due to Juneteenth being on Monday June 19, 2023. Seconded by _______________.

Roll Call: 

IX. Public Comment: 

X.  REPORTS & COMMUNICATIONS:

A) Assessors – Report Submitted
B) Building Committee – 

C) Building Inspector – Report Submitted
D) Highway Superintendent – Report Submitted
E) Clerk/Collector – Report Submitted.   

F) Constable –

G) DCO – 

H) Highway Committee –

I) Insurance Committee- 
J) Justices – 

K) Parks & Recreation –

L) Planning Board – 
M) Supervisor – Report Submitted 
N) Other Town Officials –
A motion to accept the reports & communications as submitted was made by ______________.  Seconded by _____________________.  
Roll call:   
 XI. 
APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS:

General   #_____ to # _____, Amt. $ __________, Yrly Amt. $____________.

Motion made by ________________ to accept the General vouchers as written.  Seconded by ___________________.  
Roll call: _____________________. 
Highway  # ____ to #_____, Amt.  $__________, Yrly Amt. $ ____________.

Motion made by  _____________ to accept the Highway vouchers as written.  Seconded by _____________.  
Roll call:__________________________________________________
Lighting District #_______ to #______, Amt.$ ______________, Yrly Amt.$_______________. 

Motion made by ______________ to accept the Lighting District vouchers as  submitted. Seconded by ____________. 

Roll Call: 

XII.   ADJOURNMENT:  ___________________ made the motion to adjourn the                        meeting at _________pm.  Seconded by _______________.   

Roll call:

2

