
MINUTES OF THE
REGULAR MEETING OF THE TOWN BOARD
OF THE TOWN OF ELLICOTTVILLE, APRIL 20, 2022 at 6:00 pm
HELD AT THE TOWN HALL 
Present:
Matthew McAndrew


Supervisor



Greg Fitzpatrick 


Councilman 


John Zerfas



Councilman 


Steve Crowley 


Councilman 


Ken Hinman



Councilman


Seth Pullen 



Attorney for Town


Robyn George 


Town Clerk 


Ben Slotman



Town Engineer



Don Auge 



Officer in Charge



Harry Weissman


Assessor
Others present:  David Parker and Kathy Kellogg, press
Call meeting to order:  

Supervisor McAndrew called the meeting to order at 6:00pm and led the Pledge to the Flag. 
Privilege of the Floor

· Harry Weissman –Assessor

Mr. Weissman reported that he will have to declare 84% of value for the 2023 tax roll.  There have been so many sales and new construction that it has been difficult to keep up and gauge accurate values.  He is recommending that the Town budget for a major project in 2023.  He suggested hiring the County’s Assessor’s office to help in a reevaluation.  Not only would this be the most economical choice, but it would get the County up to speed on the unique Ellicottville real estate market and “neighborhoods”.  Mr. Weissman is in contact with the County and will report to the Board when he gets some answers from them.
Approve Minutes
· Town Board Meeting – March 16th, 2022
On motion by Mr. Fitzpatrick and second by Mr. Hinman the minutes of March 16th, 2022 meetings were:

Accepted
Ayes 5 - McAndrew, Zerfas, Fitzpatrick, Hinman & Crowley


Nays 0
· Special Meetings – March 31st, April 12th and April 14th, 2022

On motion by Mr. Crowley and second by Mr. Zerfas the minutes of March 31st, April 12th and 14th Special meetings were:
Accepted
Ayes 5 - McAndrew, Zerfas, Fitzpatrick, Hinman & Crowley


Nays 0
Audit of Claims
· Pay Town bills on Distribution Report #04-2022
On motion by Mr. Hinman and second by Mr. Fitzpatrick the following resolution was
Accepted
Ayes 5 - McAndrew, Zerfas, Fitzpatrick, Hinman & Crowley


Nays 0

Resolved that the Town bills be paid on General Ledger Distribution Report 04-22 as follows:

001 - General Fund A:
$ 33,473.08
002 - General Fund B:
$   1,874.07






General Fund Total:

$ 35,347.15
004 - Highway DB  
 
$ 23,213.35






Highway Fund Total:          $ 23,213.35
006 - Water


$ 32,739.77






006 - Water Fund Total
$ 32,739.77






Grand Total:


$ 91.300.27
Supervisor’s Reports
· Accept Supervisor’s March 2022 Financial Report

On motion by Mr. Hinman and second by Mr. Fitzpatrick the Supervisor's March 2022 Financial Report was 

Accepted
Ayes 5 - McAndrew, Zerfas, Fitzpatrick, Hinman & Crowley


Nays 0

· Town Center Renovation – Update
A pre-construction meeting was held with the contractors who were issued Notice to Proceed.  The offices will remain open during construction so coordinating schedules is important.  A meeting with Assessor Weissman, Supervisor McAndrew, Councilman Crowley and the appraiser will be set up for May 25th or 26th.
· Charter Communications
No final contract has been submitted.

Mr. Zerfas presented maps showing the areas covered and not covered by Spectrum and Armstrong internet.  He identified 6 areas with no service.  Although funding is not available now to address those areas, he plans to make Spectrum and Armstrong aware of these areas should funding become available.

· Highway Superintendent Interviews

The Board interviewed 4 good candidates for the position of Highway Superintendent.  Kevin Woodin has been offered the position and accepted.
On motion by Mr. Hinman and second by Mr. Zerfas the following resolution was:

Accepted:
Ayes 5 - McAndrew, Crowley, Zerfas, Hinman & Fitzpatrick                                   



Nays 0

Resolved that the Town sign the contract with Kevin Woodin as presented, He will begin the job of Working Highway Superintendent starting April 25th.
· Town/Village Planner – Greg Keyser Appointment
The Town presented a formal written offer of employment to Greg Keyser which he has accepted.
On motion by Mr. Hinman and second by Mr. Zerfas the following resolution was:

Accepted:
Ayes 5 - McAndrew, Crowley, Zerfas, Hinman & Fitzpatrick                                   



Nays 0

Resolved that the Town sign the contract with Greg Keyser as presented. He will begin as Town Assistant Planner starting April 25th.

· ECS Resource Officer

OIC Auge will set up another meeting with the school.
· Capital Water Project
MOTION: by Mr. Crowley, seconded by Mr. Hinman to go into executive session to discuss contracts at 6:39pm.  All ayes. Carried.

MOTION: by Mr. Fitzpatrick, seconded by Mr. Zerfas to resume regular session at 7:25pm.  All ayes. Carried.

J.D. Northrup Construction is willing to hold the bid price on the Town of Ellicottville, Contract 1 - Distribution System Improvements & Contract 3 -  Water Storage Tank Improvements until at least May 6th, 2022.
There was only one bidder for contract #2 of the Water System Project.
On motion by Mr. Crowley and second by Mr. Hinman the following resolution was:

Accepted:
Ayes 5 - McAndrew, Crowley, Zerfas, Hinman & Fitzpatrick                                   



Nays 0

Resolved that the Town does not accept the bid for Contract #2 of the Water System Project by H & K Construction.
Present Written Department Reports for Approval

· Clerk’s, Police, Justice and Building Inspector’s 
On motion by Mr. Fitzpatrick and second by Mr. Hinman the Clerk’s, Police, Justice and Building Inspector’s reports were:
Accepted
Ayes 5 - McAndrew, Zerfas, Fitzpatrick, Hinman & Crowley


Nays 0

Department Heads

· OIC Auge - Police Department 
· Ben Slotman – Engineering Department
· Engineering Report

-  National Grid proposed a plan for installing light poles at Pine Tree. The Town will review the plan.  Mr. Slotman is unsure of the installation and monthly fee.  He will follow up.
- A DWSP2 meeting is scheduled for April 26th at 4pm.

· Ben Slotman – Highway Department
The F350 truck is in but hasn’t been picked up.  The price was $1,400.00 more than quoted because the original quote was with an 8’ plow and Tom Scharf requested an 8’ with an extension to 10’.
On motion by Mr. Hinman and second by Mr. Zerfas the following resolution was:
Accepted:
Ayes 5 - McAndrew, Crowley, Zerfas, Hinman & Fitzpatrick                                   


Nays 0
Resolved that the Town approve the upgrade of the plow for $1,400 more.

New Business

· RAISE Grant

Crystal Abers, Director of Economic Development, Planning and Tourism, Cattaraugus County has asked for a letter of support from the Town for Cattaraugus County’s application for the USDOT RAISE grant to support the engineering work necessary to begin to realize the opportunity of the future Southern Tier Trail.

On motion by Mr. Hinman and second by Mr. Crowley the following resolution was:
Accepted:
Ayes 5 - McAndrew, Crowley, Zerfas, Hinman & Fitzpatrick                                   


Nays 0
Resolved that the Board provide a letter of support to the County for their application for the USDOT RAISE grant.
· Highway School

On motion by Mr. Crowley and second by Mr. Hinman the following resolution was:
Accepted:
Ayes 5 - McAndrew, Crowley, Zerfas, Hinman & Fitzpatrick                                   


Nays 0
Resolved that the Town send Kevin Woodin to the upcoming Highway School in Ithaca.
· Tiny Homes Easement
On motion by Mr. Crowley and second by Mr. Hinman the following resolution was:
Accepted:
Ayes 5 - McAndrew, Crowley, Zerfas, Hinman & Fitzpatrick                                   


Nays 0
Resolved that the Supervisor if authorized to sign the Release of Water Utility Easement with EVL Tiny Home Village, LLC, owner in fee of the real property known as 6881 NYS Route 242.
On motion by Mr. Crowley and second by Mr. Hinman the following resolution was:
Accepted:
Ayes 5 - McAndrew, Crowley, Zerfas, Hinman & Fitzpatrick                                   


Nays 0
Resolved, that in exchange for the Release of Water Utility Easement with EVL Tiny Home Village, LLC the Town shall require a general access easement for the care and maintenance of Town Water Infrastructure.

· Dog Control Officer

Supervisor McAndrew and Councilman Fitzpatrick interviewed James Davis for the position of DCO.  He works with the Dog Control Officer in Ashford and was recommended by him.

On motion by Mr. Zerfas and second by Mr. Hinman the following resolution was:
Accepted:
Ayes 5 - McAndrew, Crowley, Zerfas, Hinman & Fitzpatrick                                   


Nays 0
Resolved that the Town hire James Davis as Dog Control Officer effective immediately.

Old Business
· Quackenbush 

On motion by Mr. Crowley and second by Mr. Hinman the following resolution was:
Accepted:
Ayes 5 - McAndrew, Crowley, Zerfas, Hinman & Fitzpatrick                                   


Nays 0
Resolved that Supervisor McAndrew is authorized to sign the Quakenbush Road Culvert Easement as by and between the Thomas Enright and Sheila Brown; Matthew Chistopher; and David Hellwig, all of Quackenbush Road and the Town of Ellicottville as presented pending review and approval of Town Attorney Seth Pullen.

Further Resolved that Supervisor McAndrew is authorized to sign the Quakenbush Turnaround Easement as by and between the Thomas Enright and Sheila Brown; and David Hellwig, all of Quackenbush Road and the Town of Ellicottville as presented pending review and approval of Town Attorney Seth Pullen.

· EVGV Trail.

Steelbound is creating a beer with profits to benefit the Trail.  They are sponsoring a fundraiser on May 7th from noon to 4pm.
· SAM Grant – nothing new
· Noise Law – the Town and Village Attorneys are still coordinating

· Alarm Law – nothing new
Correspondence
· Arbor Day – Nannen Arboretum

There will be an Arbor Day celebration at the Nannen Arboretum on April 29, 2022 at 11:00am.  All are invited to attend.  They will also be having spring cleanup on Saturday, April 30th, weather permitting.
· VanSickle Letter

A law partner of Mr. Pullen’s has come up with a Van Sickle letter that gives the Town the authority to prosecute dog control violations.

Adjournment
Motion by Mr. Hinman, seconded by Mr. Zerfas to adjourn the meeting at 7:55pm.  All Ayes. Carried.

I, Robyn A. George, Clerk of the Town of Ellicottville, County of Cattaraugus, State of NY, do hereby certify that the foregoing constitutes the complete minutes of the Town Board Meeting held on the 20th day of April, 2022, approved by said Board on the 25th day of May, 2022.
_______________________________________

Robyn A. George, Town Clerk
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