
MINUTES OF THE 
TOWN BOARD MEETING

JANUARY 13, 2022
The regular meeting of the Town Board, Town of Ripley was called to order by Supervisor Bowen at 7:30 p.m., in the Ripley Town Hall with the Pledge of Allegiance.  The following were present:

Supervisor:

Douglas Bowen
Council:

Michael Rowe




Phil Chimera




Donald Henry




Julie Rice

Town Clerk:

Rebecca Rowe Carvallo 

Guests:   

Kathy Thompson, Mark Smith, Joe Carvallo
As the Town Board continues safe COVID -19 pandemic procedures, this evening’s meeting was held with social distancing practices and on “Zoom” for those who would rather participate from home.

Zoom Dept. Heads: Special Counsel Attorney Ben Wisniewski, Town Attorney Joseph Calamari, Jim Spacht, Highway Superintendent
Zoom Guests:  Roy Fisher, Melissa Fisher, Bob McIntosh, Catherine Shepard, Lew Barnes, Dorothy Barnes, Shelly Spacht, Isaac Phillips; ConnectGen, Jodi Hunt; Clean Choice Energy, Mark Davis; Fire Commissioner’s Attorney, 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The minutes of the Regular Town Board Meeting dated December 9, 2021 were approved.  Councilman Chimera moved and Councilman Rowe seconded.  This was carried unanimously.


The minutes of the Year End Meeting dated December 30, 2022 were approved.  Councilman Chimera moved and Supervisor Bowen seconded.  This was carried unanimously.  
APPROVAL OF ABSTRACTS



Warrant No. 1 in the amount of $63,243.47 drawn on the General Acct. Was presented and audited by the Board Members.


Warrant No. 1 in the amount of $3,235.87 drawn on the Highway Acct. Was presented and audited by the Board Members.

Warrant No. 1 in the amount of $1,262.27 drawn on the St. Light Acct. Was presented and audited by the Board Members.


Warrant No. 1 in the amount of $6,800.11 drawn on the Sewer Acct. Was presented and audited by the Board Members.


Warrant No. 1 in the amount of $4,597.53 drawn on the Water Acct. Was presented and audited by the Board Members.

Warrant No. 1 in the amount of $13,924.57 drawn on the Capital Acct. Was presented and audited by the Board Members.


Councilman Rowe made the following motion: that the Supervisor be directed to draw the checks to cover the warrant as allowed for vouchers numbered 1 through 69A .  This was seconded by Councilman Chimera and carried unanimously. 
CORRESPONDENCE

*Julie Rice, Resignation letter as Planning Board Member
*Alzheimer support letter from AlzheimerSupport.com
SEWER PLANT PROJECT BID AWARD
RESOLUTION 52-2022
TOWN OF RIPLEY
AWARDING TOWN OF RIPLEY CONTRACT FOR THE 

SEWER DICTRICT 1 WASTEWATER PLANT IMPROVEMENTS


Whereas, the Town has previously advertised for bids for improvements to the District Wastewater Treatment Plant, and 


Whereas, the Town received three qualified bid proposal on the return date of January 6, 2022, and 


Whereas, the Town's Engineers Clark, Patterson, Lee have reviewed the bid proposals and have recommended that the contract be awarded to STC Construction Inc.


Now Therefore it is resolved, to approve the bid proposal of  STC Construction Inc. in the amount of $ 494,800.00 and to award the contract for the same as per the recommendations and qualifications set forth in the Town Engineers Bid Recommendation Letter of January 6, 2022 which is attached hereto.


The Resolution was introduced by Supervisor Bowen and was seconded by Council Person Rowe.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  Mrs. Rice YES, Mr. Henry YES, Mr. Chimera YES, Mr. Rowe YES, and Mr. Bowen YES.  Carried unanimously.                                   

DISABILITIES/LOW INCOME EXEMPTION

RESOLUTION 53-2022

TOWN OF RIPLEY

LOCAL LAW

INTRODUCTION  OF PROPOSED RIPLEY LOCAL LAW 2022-1 ESTABLISHING A TAX  EXEMPTION FOR QUALIFIED DISABLED TOWN RESIDENTS WITH  INCOME LIMITS AS PROVIDED BY NYS REAL PROPERTY TAX LAW SECTION 459 



Moved the following Resolution:  Supervisor Bowen

RESOLVED, that the Town Board hereby introduces  TOWN OF RIPLEY  LAW 2022-1. THE PROPOSED LOCAL LAW ESTABLISHES A REAL PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION FOR QUALIFIED DISABLED TOWN RESIDENTS UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF NYS REAL PROPERTY TAX LAW SECTION 459. THE PROPOSED LAW SETS INCOME LIMITS OF $ 25,760.00 FOR PURPOSES OF INDIVIDUAL QUALIFICATION, WHICH PROPOSED LOCAL LAW IS ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF.


This was seconded by Councilman Rowe.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  Mrs. Rice YES, Mr. Henry YES, Mr. Chimera YES, Mr. Rowe YES, and Mr. Bowen YES.  Carried unanimously
RESOLUTION 54-2022

 SCHEDULING PUBLIC HEARING
ON PROPOSED LOCAL LAW

WHEREAS a local law, being proposed Local Law No. 1 of 2022, a copy of which is attached hereto, was introduced at this meeting by a member of the Town Board, of the Town of Ripley and

WHEREAS the Town Board desires to hold a public hearing with respect to the adoption of said Local Law,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that a public hearing be held by this Town Board with respect to the adoption of the aforesaid Local Law at 7:15 p.m. on February 10, 2022, at the Town Offices 14 North State St., Ripley, New York, and it is further

RESOLVED that the Town Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to cause public notice of said hearing to be given as provided by law.

Resolution 54-2022 was moved by Supervisor Bowen, seconded by Councilman Rowe.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  Mrs. Rice YES, Mr. Henry YES, Mr. Chimera YES, Mr. Rowe YES, and Mr. Bowen YES.  Carried unanimously

RESOLUTION 55-2022

TOWN OF RIPLEY

SEQR DETERMINATION PROPOSED LOCAL LAW 2022-1


WHEREAS, the Town Board is considering a Proposed Local Law establishing a Tax Exemption for qualified disabled residents as well as setting  income limits for the Town's Disabled  Tax Exemption  authorized by NYS Real Property Tax Law Section 459  within the Town of Ripley, and 


WHEREAS, the Board as part of it's review must consider the impact of SEQR regulations on the proposed Local Law,

NOW THEREFORE THE TOWN BOARD FINDS AND RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS:

1. That the Local Law does not propose an action under SEQR that is governed by the relevant statute.

2. That as  such it is determined that it has no impact on the environment.

3. That  no further review is required under SEQR.


The resolution was introduced by Supervisor Bowen and was seconded by Council Person Chimera and the vote was as follows:   ROLL CALL VOTE:  Mrs. Rice YES, Mr. Henry YES, Mr. Chimera YES, Mr. Rowe YES, and Mr. Bowen YES.  Carried unanimously

RESOLUTION 56-2022
TOWN OF RIPLEY

MOVING PROPOSED LOCAL LAW 1-2022 ESTABLISHING DISABILITY TAX EXEMPTION TO THE TABLE


Supervisor Bowen moves Proposed Local Law 1-2022 to the table pending further action. Council Person Chimera seconds the resolution.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  Mrs. Rice YES, Mr. Henry YES, Mr. Chimera YES, Mr. Rowe YES, and Mr. Bowen YES.  Carried unanimously

UPDATE ON CLEAN CHOICE ENERGY APPLICTION

Special Counsel Ben Wisniewski that he would be having Mary Steblein Engineer from Labella’s take a full look at the Clean Choice Energy Application and discussion with the Town Planning Board and Town Board.  
UPDATE ON BESS LAW


Mr. Wisniewski stated that he has been preparing a draft BESS Law from the Board work session of December 2022 and would be discussing various topics with Labella’s.   


Mr. Bowen made the motion to set a Board Work Session with Attorney Ben Wisniewski for 7:00 p.m., Thursday, January 27, 2022.  This was seconded by Councilman Chimera and carried unanimously.
UPDATE ON PROPOSED SOUTH RIPLEY SOLAR PROJECT

Mr. Wisniewski stated that the Town should be receiving ConnectGen’s supplemental application for the proposed South Ripley Solar project by January 24, 2022.  There will be more discussion to follow.

Councilwoman Julie Rice moved the following:   That the Town Board rescind Resolution 133-2021 “The Town Board of Ripley For Approval Of A Host Community Agreement for The South Ripley Solar Project”.    This was seconded by Councilman Henry.     


A Board discussion was held with Attorney Wisniewski.  Mr. Wisniewski informed the board members that this was signed binding contract and there could be legal issues moving forward with the motion on the table.   Following a discussion he reminded the Board that with this Host Community Agreement no rights were being taken away from the Fire Company and or the Town Residents to dispute the project.   
 
Supervisor Bowen called for a ROLL CALL VOTE:  Mrs. Rice YES, Mr. Henry YES, Mr. Chimera NO, Mr. Rowe NO, and Mr. Bowen NO.  Motion Failed.  

DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS

WATER/SEWER

Councilman Rowe presented the Water/Sewer Report as attached.  


HIGHWAY



Councilman Chimera presented the Highway Report as attached.


PLANNING BOARD


Councilman Chimera reported that the Planning Board reviewed the Clean Choice 
Energy Application.  


CODE OFFICER


Councilman Rowe presented the Code Officer Report as attached.  


ASSESSOR


Councilman Rowe presented the Assessor’s Monthly report as attached.

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR



Mark Davis, Ripley Fire District Attorney, presented the following questions regarding the Host Community Agreement (HCA):

1.  Is the Fire District Bonded to the HCA?

2. Section 4.6 in the HCA does this apply to only the Fire Protection or other Special Districts?
3. How would the Fire District receive their money? Would this be additional funding or part of the Fire Districts Budget?  


Attorney Ben Wisniewski replied that he would get back to Mr. Davis on these questions or a special meeting could be held to review them if he would like.   


Mark Smith, Fire Chief, presented questions regarding the HCA as to whether is does or does not cover the Fire Department.


An open discussion took place with those present and Zoom participants 


Mr. Wisniewski reviewed the facts of the Host Community Agreement.  


Melissa Fisher, West Side Hill Road, asked if the money from the South Ripley Solar Project Host Community Agreement has been ear marked for anything as of yet.  Mr. Bowen reported that that would be an issue for future boards to decide if indeed the project went through. 


Mark Smith asked if there is a limit to how many acres in the whole Town that may permitted for Solar Projects?   


Mr. Bowen stated he would have to look into that question.  


Melissa Fisher asked when the Town would see the funding from the Love’s Host Community Agreement?  Mr. Bowen stated in the January 2023 Budget.  


Mr. Bowen made the motion to enter into an executive session to discuss legal issues and personnel.  This was seconded by Councilman Rowe and carried unanimously.  8:45 p.m.  


Mr. Bowen made the motion to close the executive session and reopen the regular Board Meeting, seconded by Councilman Henry and carried unanimously 9:01 p.m.  


No Action was taken as the result of the executive session.  


Mr. Bowen made the motion to adjourn.  This was seconded by Councilman Henry and carried unanimously.  9:02 p.m.  
Respectfully submitted,

Rebecca Rowe Carvallo

Town Clerk
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