Regular Meeting and Public Hearing of the Village Board

of the Village of Ellicottville

Held on February 21st 2023 at 6:00pm at the Town and Village Hall

Located at One West Washington Street, in person and via zoom.

Attended:
John Burrell

Mayor



Caitlin Croft

Trustee



Sean Lowes

Trustee



Jolie Newpher
Trustee



Ben Slotman

Engineer



Kelly Fredrickson
Code Enforcement



Greg Keyser

Planner



Richard Stanton
Attorney



Mary Klahn

Clerk

Also attended:
Bill Coolidge, Jack Rogan, Gretchen Mendell, Brianna Coolidge, Jessica Maynard, Mark Warnes, Rich Rinko – new Code Enforcement and Dave Parker, Job Lowry and Sheila Ransbottom via Zoom.

Call meeting to order

Good News
$130,125.73 was the Sales Tax amount from Cattaraugus County
Open Public Hearing – Local Law #1-2023
The intent of the Village Board to provide a real property tax exemption to qualifying volunteer firefighters and ambulance workers as set forth in Real Property Tax Law; 466-a.
Jack Rogan spoke to encourage the governing body to accept the Local Law. 
Motion:  to close the public hearing by Ms. Newpher
Second:  by Ms. Croft  All ayes.  Carried

Business from the Floor  
Gretchen Mendell expressed concerns about the spraying of herbicides in the Village.  She voiced concerns about the exposure of people and pets to unknown and possibly carcinogenic chemicals and also the impact on pollinators who rely on dandelions in the early spring for pollen.  Mayor Burrell noted that the spraying was limited to a few areas in the Village to help with lawns and control weeds; however, the Board would review options that are more eco-friendly. The Board also agreed to defer the payment for the 2023 treatments to Dr. Green Lawn’s proposal until further investigation.
Bill Coolidge spoke on Short Term Rentals, he has had issues with properties on both sides of his home on Rockwell Avenue being full of cars on the weekend that regularly block the sidewalk and prevent the sidewalk plow from plowing.  Also of concern was the noise during the summer when the guests are able to use the hot tub until the early morning hours.  The resident has called the mayor but is not clear on the best route to complain.  Mr. Stanton addressed the process in length on how to properly file complaints.
Mr. Coolidge also asked about illegally parked cars.  Is the police department towing cars he asked? Mayor Burrell stated that they have towed cars.  The Village does not have a policy for towing and we rely on the Town Police Department.  Mayor Burrell informed Coolidge that we have a 121 car parking lot being built this summer. The property has been purchased and by the end of this year should be in effect.  
Approve minutes
 1/17/2023 Regular Meeting Minutes

Motion:  to approve the minutes by Mr. Lowes.
Second:  by Ms. Newpher All ayes.  Carried
Financial Report
Motion:  to accept the Financial Reports by Ms. Croft.
Second:  by Mr. Lowes  All ayes.  Carried

Audit of Claims
A8010.400 Building Inspect-ZBA $1,500 from Retirement A9010.800

B830.200 Treatment & Disposal – Equipment, $15,000 from G8130.420- Vehicle Maint. and $10,000 from G9060.80 Medical Ins.

Motion: to make the budget modifications by Mr. Lowes.
Second:  by Ms. Croft  All ayes.  Carried

General Fund

$34,459.56
Sewer Fund

$18,557.36

Parking Lot

$10,200.00

Motion:  to pay the bills except for voucher #449 by Ms Croft until further review research and discussion.
Second:  by Ms. Newpher  All ayes.  Carried

Mayor’s Report

1/19/23 Four Flushers Meeting
1/26/23 NYCOM, Olean-Municipal Ethics

1/27/23 NYCOM, Olean-Powers and Responsibilities of Local Officials

1/31/23 Street Reconstruction Meeting

02/05/23 NYCOM, Winter Legislative Meeting, Albany – Talked with the top enforcement officer of newly structured cannabis rules, and also talked with Engineering firms about street projects. 

02/08/23 Meeting with EPD re: Cannabis

02/13/23 Street Reconstruction Meeting

02/14/23 Jeff Smith Meeting

Department and Committee Reports for Approval

Rich Rinko was introduced and welcomed by Mayor Burrell.  He is certified and the new addition to the Code Enforcement Department. 

Planning Report
Motion:  to approve the Planning Report by Ms. Newpher.
Second:  by Mr. Lowes  All ayes.  Carried

Cannabis – The committee met last Tuesday and has started a draft for a public hearing in two months.  
Legal

Motion:  to authorize Mayor Burrell to sign the agreement with Cattaraugus County on the Mill Street Parking Lot by Mr. Lowes.
Second:  by Ms. Newpher  All ayes.  Carried
Town/Village IMA Streets/Water 
Engineering report
Motion:  by Ms. Croft to accept the Engineering Report.
Second:  by Ms. Newpher  All ayes.  Carried

DPW Report
Motion:  by Ms. Croft to accept the DPW Report.
Second:  by Mr. Lowes  All ayes.  Carried

Code Enforcement Report
Motion:  to accept the Code Enforcement Report by Mr. Lowes.
Second:  by Ms. Croft  All ayes.  Carried

RFP Engineering Services – 3 proposals

Water Project Update – Construction will be starting soon.
Parks – Group of families would like to see the Village Park equipment updated.
Special Events – Ms. Croft spoke for committee chair Doug Bush.
No changes for Mardi gras same as last year. Need to get the committee the applications 90 days prior to the event, Mr. Lowes will talk with Mr. McFadden. 
Motion:  to approve Mardi gras application by Ms. Newpher.
Second:  by Ms. Croft  All ayes.  Carried

Motion:  to go into executive session by Ms. Croft.
Second:  by Mr. Lowes  All ayes.  Carried

Motion:  to go out of executive session by Ms. Croft.

Second:  by Mr. Lowes  All ayes.  Carried

Motion:  to award the Engineering service for the Village Street Reconstruction Project contract to Barton & Loguidice by Ms. Newpher.
Second:  by Ms. Croft  All ayes.  Carried

Motion:  to have Mr. Stanton work with Seth Pollin to work on an Inter Municipal Agreement to add Elizabeth Street reconstruction to the Town Water District Water Project by Ms. Newpher.

Second:  by Mr. Lowes  All ayes.  Carried

Motion:  for Mayor Burrell to work w/Jeff Smith to procure the necessary borrowings to do the streets, parking lot and downtown lighting project by Ms. Croft.

Second:  by Mr. Lowes  All ayes.  Carried

Motion:  to adjourn by Mr. Lowes.

Second:  by Ms. Newpher  All ayes.  Carried

