                                                                                                                          
    (03/21/2022 –Regular Town Board Minutes)




Minutes of a Regular 
Meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Ellicott
held at the Administration Building 
215 S. Work Street, Falconer, N.Y. on

April 18, 2022 at 6:00 P.M.

Present: Supervisor Bowman, Councilman Tyler, Councilman White, Councilwoman Whitmore, Councilman Swan, Town Clerk Bellardo, Attorney Duncanson, Highway Superintendent Pickett.  
Supervisor Bowman opened the meeting at 6:00 PM and led the Town Council in the Pledge of Allegiance.   Town Clerk Bellardo called the roll.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
MOTION by Councilman Tyler, seconded by Councilwoman Whitmore to accept the minutes of the March 21, 2022 Regular Meeting. 
Carried.                                 Ayes – 5                             Noes - 0                           Absent – 0
CORRESPONDENCE
Town Clerk Bellardo read the following into record:
1.  Falconer Fire Department Dinner is May 7th at the Falconer Moose.
2.  Southern Tier West Local Government Conference is June 9th at Houghton College.

Supervisor Bowman read the following into record:

1.  Chautauqua County Memorial is May 7th at Erlandson Park in Frewsburg.
2.  Fluvanna Free Library is conducting their 2022 Fund Drive.
TOWN OFFICER REPORTS

Councilman Tyler and Councilman White met with Police Chief Ohnmeiss about the shortage of police officers.  He is asking for 2 to 4 additional full-time officers to do a platoon system and he would do away with the part-time officers.  Chief Ohnmeiss stated that he has reached out to surrounding counties to try to find officers with not much luck.  The full-time officers are putting in overtime to fill the shifts. We are just a training department for our part-time officers but now we cannot afford to lose the officers to other departments.
Councilman White received a phone call from a resident on Price Street concerned about a neighbor who is feeding the wild animals in the neighborhood.  Attorney Duncan advised the Board that this is a New York State DEC regulated issue.
Attorney Duncanson advised the Board that Home Depot has withdrawn their tax challenge.  The only remaining one is the Clarion Hotel.  He is also defending the Town Zoning Board on an article 78 proceeding next week in a Supreme Court case for David Micek on Stubb Road who build a pole barn that the ZBA approved an area variance.
Highway Superintendent Pickett reported has been fixing plow damage, hauling limestone, working on draining projects and prepping the equipment for the summer. Brush collection is starting tonight.  The cost of materials and gas and fuel has dramatically increased.
OLD BUSINESS
DEC Herbicide Permits
Supervisor Bowman received the contracts from Solitude for the herbicide permits.  We have not heard back from the DEC regarding how many acres have been approved. If all acres are approved it would cost around $100,000.  We have not received notification of how much the Chautauqua Lake Partnership is paying for.  We will hold a special meeting once all the facts have been received.
Excavator Bids
MOTION by Councilman Tyler seconded by Councilwoman Whitmore to allow Highway Superintendent Pickett to purchase the Link Belt from George Swede for $163,777 to be paid from highway reserve.
Adopted.                                Ayes - 5                              Noes - 0                           Absent –0

NEW BUSINESS

Water/Sewer Connection Fee
Highway Superintendent Pickett would like to impose a minimal water/sewer connection fee so 
that the town knows who hooks up to the system. He will bring more information to the next meeting.
Highway Bids

Highway Superintendent Pickett submitted the following material bid results:
· Pipe – State Bid
· Culverts – State Bid

· Liquid Bituminous – State Bid

· Blacktop – State Bid

· Limestone, Gravel, Stone, Top Dirt – County Bid

· Concrete – County Bid

· Crack Filling – County Bid

· Milling – County Bid

· Nova Chip – County Bid

· Signs – Quotes

· Trees – Ellicott Tree Bid, or by individual bid per tree

· Tire – State Bid
MOTION by Councilman Tyler seconded by Councilman Swan to accept the material bids as presented.
Adopted.                                Ayes - 5                              Noes - 0                           Absent –0

Tractor Bids
Highway Superintendent Pickett would like to get bids to replace his 2002 to be paid by equipment reserves.
MOTION by Councilman Tyler seconded by Councilwoman Whitmore allow Highway Superintendent to get bids to replace the 2002 tractor.
Adopted.                                Ayes - 5                              Noes - 0                           Absent –0

Budget Transfers/Appropriations
Town Clerk Bellardo would like to do the following Budget Transfer and Appropriation:

To:
A141-04
Town Clerk CE



$2,365.04


From:
A133-04
Tax Collector CE

$2,365.04


(Redistribute funds)


To:
A312-04
Police & Constable CE


$40,049.59


From:
A152-00
Police Fees


$40,049.59


(Transfer for grant proceeds received)
MOTION by Councilman Tyler seconded by Councilwoman Whitmore to approve the budget transfer/appropriation as presented.
Adopted.                                Ayes - 5                              Noes - 0                           Absent –0

Payment of Claims

MOTION by Councilwoman Whitmore seconded by Councilman Swan to pay Abstract #8-2022 in the amount $87,325.32.  

Adopted.                                Ayes - 5                              Noes - 0                           Absent –0
Executive Session (Personnel Issues)
MOTION by Councilman Tyler seconded by Councilman White to convene Executive Session for the purpose of discussing personnel issues. 6:34 PM – 7:03 PM

Adopted.                                Ayes - 5                              Noes - 0                           Absent –0

MOTION by Councilman Tyler seconded by Councilwoman Whitmore to return to regular session at 7:03 PM

Adopted.                                Ayes - 5                              Noes - 0                           Absent –0

Additional discussion with Police Chief Ohnmeiss as to possible solutions.  Some options are to increase part-time pay until the emergency is over if they will work nights and the be on the road. Unfortunately, the budget does not allow for the hiring of additional full-time officers this year.  It will be looked at again in September during budget workshops.
Motion by Councilwoman Whitmore, seconded by Councilman White to adjourn at 7:15 pm.

 Carried.                                 Ayes – 5                            Noes - 0                           Absent – 0





















_________________________________

    





Amy M. Bellardo, Town Clerk
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