                                                                                                                          
    (03/13/2023 –Regular Town Board Minutes)




Minutes of a Regular
Meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Ellicott
held at the Administration Building 
215 S. Work Street, Falconer, N.Y. on

March 13, 2023, at 5:30 P.M.

Present: Supervisor Bowman, Councilman Tyler, Councilman White, Councilwoman Whitmore, Councilman Swan, Town Clerk Bellardo, Highway Superintendent Pickett, Attorney Fiore-Lehman. 
Supervisor Bowman opened the meeting at 5:30 PM and led the Town Council in the Pledge of Allegiance.   Town Clerk Bellardo called the roll.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
MOTION by Councilman Tyler, seconded by Councilman Swan to accept the minutes of the February 13, 2023, Regular Meeting. 
Carried.                                 Ayes – 5                             Noes - 0                           Absent – 0
PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR

Georg Patti, 115 E. Livingston Ave., Jamestown.  He put in an application for a zoning change for 663 Fairmount Ave. to mercantile so that he can lease the property to AFab for prebuilt sheds. There will be no office and the sign will be attached to one of the sheds.

CORRESPONDENCE

Town Clerk Bellardo read the following into the record:

· Received a thank you letter from Falconer Public Library for your donation.
TOWN OFFICER REPORTS
Councilman White updated the Board on Price Street.  He had a conversation with Chief Ohnmeiss to see if the DEC Officer told the homeowner that what they are doing is perfectly legal.  The Chief said that he did speak with the DEC and that there are no salt licks or evidence of just feeding the deer.  The DEC is going to meet with the homeowner and neighbors to try to mediate a solution.
Supervisor Bowman advised the board that the court needs to be audited. She and Councilwoman Whitmore will contact Justice Gerace to set up a time.  The Alliance is looking for nominations for their elected official that is on the board.  She would like to nominate a person from the Town to run.
OLD BUSINESS
Mitigation Plan
Highway Superintendent Pickett is still waiting to hear back from the Department of Homeland Security.
Water Tower
Highway Superintendent Pickett updated the board on the progression of the water tower.  The boilers are in and running.  Finished the insurance claim and we are waiting to hear.  We opened bids last week for the painting and temporary water.  We received two bids with the low bid from Utility Service in Georgia for $981,800 which was the same as last time.  The engineer has advised him to hold off on accepting the bid at this time.
Fluvanna Sewer
Highway Superintendent Pickett advised the board that the report has been finalized and we are waiting for our copy.  We are going for funding.
NEW BUSINESS

Rezoning of 663 Fairmount Avenue
Supervisor Bowman would like to send this to the Zoning and Planning Board for a recommendation before we decide.
MOTION by Councilman Tyler seconded by Councilman White to have the Zoning and Planning Board review the application.
Adopted.                                Ayes - 5                              Noes - 0                           Absent –0
Purchase of Highway Tractor
Highway Superintendent Pickett would like to purchase a John Deere 5120M with a front broom for a price of $120,352.84 with a trade-in of the 2001 5120 tractor for $23,000.  He will pay cash.
MOTION by Councilman Tyler seconded by Councilman Swan to purchase the John Deere 5120M tractor
Adopted.                                Ayes - 5                              Noes - 0                           Absent –0
Code Enforcement Truck
Town Clerk Bellardo advised the Board that the bid opening was this morning for a 2023 F150 extended cab to replace the 2021 F150 for the Code Department.  There was only one bid from Midtown Motors in the amount of $46,786.88 with a trade-in of $35,000.
MOTION by Councilman Tyler seconded by Councilwoman Whitmore to accept the bid from Midtown Motors for the 2023 Ford F150.
Adopted.                                Ayes - 5                              Noes - 0                           Absent –0
Falconer Dog Control 
Supervisor Bowman received a letter from Falconer Mayor Jaroszynski asking that the Ellicott Police Department handle dog control while their DCO is recovering from an accident. Chief Ohnmeiss said that he would do it on a very temporary basis with very clear guidelines.  He will work something out with Mayor Jaroszynski.
Solitude Permits
Supervisor Bowman has a map of the proposed herbicide areas that will be submitted to the DEC.  No further action is required at this time. 
Town of Ellery Lake Consultant
Jim Wehrfritz, Ellery Lake Consultant outlined their 6-point plan that they would like us to become part of.  This included an overarching goal, a lake management plan, funding sources, lakeside Mayor and Supervisor leadership, and Senate and Assembly support.
Payment of Claims

MOTION by Councilman Tyler seconded by Councilwoman Whitmore to pay Abstract #4-2023 for $174,222.62.
Adopted.                                Ayes - 5                              Noes - 0                           Absent –0
EXECUTIVE SESSION (Litigation/Personnel)

MOTION by Councilman Tyler seconded by Councilwoman Whitmore to convene an Executive Session for the purpose of discussing litigation.  6:30 PM to 7:04 PM.

Adopted.                                Ayes - 5                              Noes - 0                           Absent –0
Motion by Councilman Tyler seconded by Councilman White to resume the regular meeting at 7:04 pm.

 Adopted.                                 Ayes – 5                            Noes - 0                           Absent – 0
RESOLUTION #1-2023 
Abolishment of One Elected Town Justice

MOTION by Councilman Swan seconded by Councilwoman Whitmore to abolish on elected Town Justice effective December 31, 2023, and directed Town Clerk Bellardo to publish the resolution in the Post-Journal, on the website, and post it on the sign board.

Adopted.                                Ayes - 5                              Noes - 0                           Absent –0

Motion by Councilman Tyler, seconded by Supervisor Bowman to adjourn at 7:50 pm.

Carried.


Ayes – 5

      Noes – 0 


Absent - 0
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Amy M. Bellardo, Town Clerk
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