Town of Freedom
Special Meeting & Work Session Minutes
March 28, 2022

Board Members Present: Josh Aarum, Geoff Milks, John Hill, R. Nick Morgan,

& Supervisor Dustin Bliss

Other Officials Present: Highway Superintendent Jim Haggerty, Planning Board Member Lyle

Others: 6

Morgan, Town Attorney Eric Firkel, & Article 7 Attorney Peter Sorgi

*******************************$*****$**$*************************************

Meeting called to order at 6:03pm by Supervisor Dustin Bliss

LPLEDGE TO THE FLAG: Led by Supervisor Dustin Bliss

T1.Opening of bids for the mower and tractor: Supervisor Dustin Bliss told the Board

that only one bid had been received, and that the Town of Franklinville is interested
and would like to put a bid in on the mower and tractor. The Highway Superintendent
from Franklinville had to wait till their Town Board Meeting to ask the Board if he
could bid on the mower and tractor. The Freedom Board agreed to wait till the April
18, Board Meeting to open the sealed bids.

IT1.Discussion of Article 7 proceedings: Supervisor Dustin Bliss asked Sean Perry to

discuss the handout that is attached. Shawn stated that this was a hand out they
brought to the Board last winter when they discussed submitting the Article 7
application to the state. Now that the application has been deemed complete, that
started the 12-month clock by which the process goes along. This is very similat to
the Article 10 process. Marguerite Wells stated that the map that is in the board room
is still the same as when they brought it in last year. Dustin stated the question he has
is, at the County level there is politics being played as to whether or not they can wait
it out and see what’s going to happen. Dustin stated that its beneficial for the Town of
Freedom if a PILOT is extended by the IDA, so the Town can utilize the terms in the
Host Community Agreement to drive revenue from the project coming directly to this
town. Dustin has tatked to several people at the County and they are saying to him
that Invenergy is not serious about this because they have not checked all the boxes
on different studies that need to get done before the project can even go forward.
Marguerite stated the only studies that need to get done are things that fall under the
heading called compliance finals. That’s the final site plans, it’s basically a lot of
what was in the Article 10 has to be updated in the final lay out. Dustin asked for
more detail of what the compliance filings are. Marguerite said that it’s a whole other
Article 10 application put in piece by piece. They are basically final versions of
everything that could be considered draft from the Article 10. She stated that if you
look at the Article 10 certificate that was issues in May of 2020, it’s a 150-page
document and it’s filled with conditions. So, there is a document to match every
condition that is in there and that is what they need to file. Town Attorney Eric Firkel
stated that he is not speaking for the County, but where they are coming from is that
because none of the conditions have been meet yet, and in other projects when the
certificate comes down the Article 10 whoever the developer is they start working on
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that immediately. Eric said that they are waiting for the project to move forward
before they be willing to make a move. Marguerite said that’s helpful. She also said
that from their point of view it is moving forward and the Article 7 has been a key
part of that, because until it was deemed complete, they could move forward with
Article 7. She stated that in a year from when they were last here on the transmission
fine and now it took a lot longer to get the Asticle 7 complete then they had expected.
The State Historical Preservation Office changed its rules in the middle of this
process. All the studies they had done on SHIPQ were on the old rules system and
then they changed how they want studies done and how they want samples taken in
the middle. She said that’s why it took a year because they had to do a whole other
year worth of studies. So now its deemed complete. Councilman John Ifill asked if
they can come up with a schedule of all the conditions of Article 7, so the Board
knows exactly when they think they will have all the different completions for Article
10. Dustin stated it be more useful for the Town to be using the payments laid out in
the HCA then though uniform assessment. There has to be a PILOT for that.
Councilman Geoff Milks would like to see a comparison, being that the PILOT would
be more lucrative to the Town then being assessed. He would like to see what the
assessment data says. Marguerite explained that under the HCA the town gets a much
bigger slice of the total dollar. Under the regular assessment method, no matter how
many dollars in total the town would only get 12% of the total dollar.

Dustin asked Attorney Peter Sorgi where the Town stands with Article 7
proceedings. Peter said the first step is by Wednesday of this week to submit the form,
application for intervenor funds. The funds are available to the Town of Freedom,
Yorkshire and Cattaraugus County, also non-government groups as well. Then on April
12 there will be a virtual meeting with the State to discuss the distribution of funds.
There is $100,000.00 available for studies, between all of the groups. §50,000.00 goes to
local governments to be divided up a certain way, and $50,000.00 non-government stake
holders. After April 12%, once they find out the amount the town is given for the studies,
then Peter and the engineer will come back and sit down with the town. Then they would
go through the whole submission and see what concerns there are and what needs to be
addressed. Peter handed out some info to the Town Board please see attached. He
explained what each page is talking about. The first 2 pages is the notice that the
application is complete and that the intervenor funds are due by March 30th. He also
said on the first page they must comply with 16 NYCRR §85-2.4 (d), which is the third
page of NY code of rules and regulations. The remaining pages talk about all the
documents that they have submitted this far, list all the party. The last two pages talks
about the virtual conference on April 12, at 10 am. Peter said after April 12, they can sit
down and go through the whole document.

Dustin asked if the Eric had any comments. Eric stated he would recommend that the
Board reach out to the members of the County Legislator and just see where they are on
things. Eric also said one thing that will be very helpful is the brake down numbers of
PILOT vs NO PILOT.
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Peter asked Marguerite if this went to straight taxation who would get more? Marguerite said the
County and the school district. She stated that under the PILOT plus HCA the town gets larger
than 50% the total watiage. Scott Johnson stated that the pot is 5950 plus 5 so its 10950 is the

pot, per megawatt rating. -

Geoff asked what is the motivation for Invenergy
get more money for the town or is it a benefit for

or any big company to seek a PILOT, is it to
the company as well. Marguerite stated no, it’s

more money with a PILOT plus an HCA. She stated because they are sefting up long term
residents with the town, with building stuff and employing local people, it serves them to be a
good neighbor. She said that they actively work for a HCA. Geoff said he gets the HCA side, he
just feels that the PILOT is because you are bringing in more employees, more money for the
town, therefore you get a tax break. Marguerite said no, it more like the fixed dollar of a PILOT

is helpful budget wise. The assessment method is
you have to go through annual assessment, and it

a cheaper in the long run, but is a pain because
declines over time so it’s less and less helpful

to a town over time. She said they would rather stick a budget number in there and maintain the
quality and its easier for the town to budget for as well. Peter asked are there any benefits to a
PILOT, such as mortgage tax, and sales tax. Marguerite said that sales tax and mortgage
recording tax are useful, lot of sales tax can still come from the state. She said the turbines are
sales tax exempted anyways, because they are electrical generated equipment.

IV.Executive Session to discuss legal matters with both attorneys:

A motion was made by Dustin Bliss to close the Special Board Meeting and open the
Executive Session at 6:39 pm. Seconded by John Hill.

Roll Call: Ayes —5 Josh Aarum, Geoff Milks, John Hill, R. Nick Morgan,

& Supervisor Dustin Bliss

A motion was made by John Hill to close the Special Board Meeting and open the
Executive Session at 7:07 pm. Seconded by Dustin Bliss.

Roll Call: Ayes —5 Josh Aarum, Geoff Milks, J
& Supervisor Dustin Bliss

ohn Hill, R. Nick Morgan,

V. Public Comment: NO Public Comment s

Vi ADJOURNMENT:

Dustin Bliss made the motion to adjourn the Special Meeting at 7:08pm. Seconded by Geoff

Milks.
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Roll call: Ayes-5 Josh Aarum, Geoff Milks, John Hill, R. Nick Morgan,
& Supervisor Dustin Bliss

VI A motion was made by Dustin Bliss to open a Work Session on EMPLOYEE
POLICY AND PROCEDURES MANUAL at 7:09 pm Seconded by Geoff Milks.

Roll Call: Ayes —5 Josh Aarum, Geoff Milks, John Hill, R Nick Morgan,
& Supervisor Dustin Bliss

VIII. EMPLOYEE POLICY AND PROCEDURES MANUAL: The Board and
Highway Superintendent Jim Haggerty and one of the Highway employees discussed
Holidays off, Health Insurance, yearly carry over for sick time will be no more than 6
days, and vacation time no more than 80 hrs. The Sexual Harassment part of the
policy will be changed to the updated State policy that was approved and adopted by
the Town Board in 2019. They also discussed a few other changes with the Town
Aftorney.

[X ADJOURNMENT: John Hill made the motion to adjourn the Work Session at
8:47pm. Seconded by Dustin Bliss.

Roli call: Ayes —5 Josh Aarum, Geoff Milks, Jobn Hill, R. Nick, Morgan
& Supervisor Dustin Bliss

Respectfully Submitted by

gy ke —

Freedom Town Clerk

4/4/2022



Alle-Catt Wind Farm

ALLEGANY, CATTARAUGUS AND WYOMING COUNTIES
NEW YORK

Alle-Catt Wind Farm will serve as a major economic generator for Western
New York — driving more than $9.1 million in annual investment, creating
hundreds of good-paying jobs and generating clean, American-made energy
for 100,000 families across the Empire State.

The transmission line will be permitted

through Atticle VII process managed by .
the NY Department of Public Services, $9_1 M : - $1 .2M

similar to the Article 10 process the wind in annual revenue for local schools, roads and - in annual revenue for
farm itself was permitted under. The bridges, healthcare and public safety . county landowners
project has been given docket number (AR P e bt
21-T-0059 by DPS which maintains a 1 OK 400 1 2
website with the project application and + N ol + : + .
other relevant filings. Like Article 10, there NewYork - prevalingwage I new permaner jobs
homes powered ;  construction jobs

is intervenor funding available, 50% of
which is reserved for host communities.

Additionally, paper copies can found at the Freedom and Yorkshire town halls, and the Arcade and Rushford
public libraries.

The transmission line originates at a project substation to be built as part of the Wind Farm in the Town of
Freedom, off of Osmun Rd. The transmission line will go west from there overhead on steel towers, into the
town of Yorkshire, across State Route 16, to end at a new switchyard to be built adjacent to the existing 345 kV
lines that are located in the Town of Yorkshire. The switchyard will not be visible from any public roads.

The Article VIl application was filed on February 10, 2021, and contains project details and maps along with
technical information on potential impacts of the project, such as visual, wetlands & waterway, wildlife, cultural
resources, noise, and electromagnetic field studies. The evaluation and settlement process take 12-18 months.

For more information, contact Sean Perry at sperry@invenergy.com ofr visit alle-catt.com

Join our next webinar on March 2nd from 6:30 — 8 PNM!

Dial-in Number: 877-229-8493 = Access ID: 119732# « InvenergyPublicMeetings.com

Abo ut Invenergy is America’s leading, privately-held developer and operator of sustainable energy solutions.
Invenergy has successfully developed more than 170 projects, totaling over 27,400 megawatis,
Invenergy including wind, solar, natural gas power generation and advanced energy storage projects.



STATE OF NEW YORK
PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

CASE 21-T-0059 — Application of Alle-Catt Wind Energy LLC for a
Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and
Public Need Pursuant to Article VII of the
Public Service Law.

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF INTERVENCR FUNDING

(Issued March 9, 2022)

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that an intervenor fund totaling
$100,000 has been established pursuant to Public Service Law
§122(5) and is available for use by municipal and other parties
to defray specified expenses incurred through their
participation in this proceeding. These funds enable such
parties to contribute to the development of a complete record,
resulting in an informed decision by the Commission.

Initial requests for funds must be filed with the

Secretary {(secretary@dps.ny.gov) and submitted to Administrative

Law Judge Gregg Sayre (gregg.sayreldps.ny.gov), with copies to

other parties to the case, no later than 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday,
March 30, 2022. The appropriate request form is available at

www.dps.ny.gov/articlevii.htm, where users should select

“Request for Intervenor Funds.” Requests must fully comply with
16 NYCRR §85-2.4(d).
Applicants for intervencr funding must be parties or

must have requested to be parties to this case. To request




CARSE 21-T-0059

party status, go to www.dps.ny.gov, enter “21-T-0059” in the

“Search by Case Number” function, click on the “Request for
Party Status” button in the upper right-nand corner of the
screen, then follow the instructions for regquesting party

status.

(SIGNED) MICHELLE L. PHILLIPES
Secretary




16 NYCRR § 85-2.4

This decument reflects those changes received from the NY Bill Drafting Commission through March 18, 2022

NY - Naw York Codas, Rules and Regulations > TITLE 16, DEFAR TMENT OF PUBLIC SERVICE >
CHAPTER I RULES OF PROCEDURE > SUBCHAPTER G. CERTIFICATES OF ENVIRONMENTAL
COMPATIBILITY AND PUBLIC NEED > PART 85. GENERAL PROCEDURES > SUBFPART 85-2.
PROCEDURES WITH RESPECT TO ALL ELECTRIC TRANSMISSION LINES AND FUEL GAS
TRANSMISSION LINES 10 OR MORE MILES LONG

§ 85-2.4 Fund for municipal and other parties

(a) Each application that proposes an electric transmission facility of 125kV or more shall, at the time it is

provided to the Secretary, be accompanied by a fee in the amount specified herein:
(1) if the proposed route for the facility is greater than 100.0 miles in length, § 450,000;
(2) if the proposed route for the facility is greater than 50.0 and up to 100.0 miles in length, $ 350,000;

(3) if the proposed routs for the facility would require a new right-of-way for 10.0% or mors of iis length
and is from 10.0 to 50.0 miles long, $ 100,000; and

(4) if the proposed route for the facility would use an existing right-of-way for more than 90.0% of its
length and is from 10.0 to 50.0 miles long, $ 50,000.

{(b) Any municipality or other party (except an applicani) may request funds to defray expenses for expert
witness, consuliant, administrative and legai fees (other than in connection with judicial review). Requesis
for funds shall be submitted o the presiding officer not later than 15 days after the issuance of a nofice of

the initial prehearing conference, unless otherwise specified by the presiding officer.

(¢) Subject to the availability of funds, the presiding officer may fix additionat dates for submission of fund

requesis.

(d) Each request for funds shall be submitted to the presiding officer, with copies to the other parties to the

proceeding, and contain:

(1) a statement of the number of persons and the nature of the interests the requesting party

represents;

(2) a statement of the availability of funds from the resources of the requesting party and from other

sources and of the efforts that have been made to obtain such funds;

Ryan McCarthy
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(3) if the requesting party represents owners or occupants of real property, the location of sich real
oroperty in relation to the route proposed for the facility and any alternative route specified as

reasonable in the application;

(4) the amount of funds being sought;

{5} to the exient possible, the name ahd qualifications of each expert to be employed;

{8) if known, the nams of any other party who may, or is intending to, employ such expert;

(7} a detailed statement of the services to be provided by expert withesses, consuliants or others (and
the basis for the fees requested), specifying how such services will contribute to a complete record

leading 1o an informed decision as to the appropriateness of the facility and route;

(8) a statement as to the result of any effort made to encourage the applicant to perform any proposed

studies or evaluations and the reason it is believed that an independent study is necessary; and

(8) a copy cof any contract or agreement of proposed contract or agreement with each expert witness,

consultant or other person.

(e) Atany conference held to consider fund requests, the presiding officer shall discuss the award of funds

and encourage the consolidation of reguests.

{f Not later than 15 days after the close of the initial prehearing conference, the presiding ofiicer shali
make an initial award of funds, and from time to ime thereafter may make additional awards of funds, in
relation to the potential for such awards to make a contyibution to a complete record leading to an informed

decision as to the appropriateness of the facility and route.

(@) If after its filing the application is amended in @ manner that warrants substantial additional scrutiny, the
Commission may require the applicant to pay an additional intervenor fee in an amount not to excead 3
125 000, and the presiding officer may make additional awards of funds, in relation to the potential for such
awards fo make a contribution to a complete record leading to an informed decision as to the

appropriateness of the facility and route.

(h) The presiding officer shall ultimately award, on an equitable basis, at least 50% of the funds to
municipalities and up to 50% to other parties whose requests comply with the provisions of subdivisions (b)
and (d) of this section, so long as the funds will contribute to a complete record leading to an informed
decision as to the appropriateness of the transmission facility and route and facilitate broad public

participation In the proceeding.

{i)y The fee submitted with each application, as well as any fee required o be submitted when an
application is amended, shall be deposited in an intervenor account, established pursuant fo Secifon 7
of the Sigle Finance Law.

(i) On a quarterly basis, unless otherwise required by the presiding officer, any municipality or cther party

receiving an award of funds shalk:

Ryan MoCarthy
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{1} provide an accounting of the monies that have been spent: and
{2) submit a report to the presiding officer showing:
{i) the resulis of any studies conducted using such funds;
{1 whether the purpose for which the funds were awarded has been achieved;

(iif) if the purpose for which the funds were awarded has not been achieved, whether reasonable
progress toward the goal for which the funds were awarded is being achieved and why further

expenditures are warranted.

(k) Where it appears warranted, the presiding officer may incorporate the reporis referred o in subdivision

{j) of this section into the hearing record as public statemenis.

() Disbursements from the intervenor account to municipal and other parties shall be made by the
Department of Public Service upon audit and warrant of the Comptrolier of the State on vouchers approved
by the Chairman or a dssignee. Before any funds may be disbursed to a municipality or other party, such
party must enter into a local assistance contract with the Department of Public Service. Vouchers prepared
pursuant to such local assistance contract must be submitted for payment not later than six months after
any withdrawal of an application or the Commission's final decision on an application (including a decision
on rehearing, if applicable). Any funds that have not been disbursed shall be returned to the applicant after
the Commission's final decision on an application {(including any decision on rehearing or on remand
followihg a court order, if applicable) has been made. If an application has been withdrawn, any funds

remaining shall be returhed within a reasonable time.

Statutory Authority

Statutory authority:

Public Service Law, § 4(1). § 120, § 121-a, § 122(1)(1), § 123(1), § 125, § 126(1)

History

Renumbared 85.4 to be 85-2.4 on 10/01/84; repealed and added 85-2.4 on 7/07/10.

NEW YORK CODES, RULES AND REGULATIONS

End of Dozumeni

Ryan McCarthy
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STATE OF NEW YORK
PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

CASE 21-T-005% — Application of Alle-Catt Wind Energy LLC for a
Certificate of Envirommental Compatibility and
Public Need Pursuant to Article VII cf the
Public Service Law.

NOTICE CF PROCEDURAL CONFERENCE

(Issued March 9, 2022)

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that a procedural conference will
be held befcre Administrative Law Judge Gregg Sayre on
April 12, 2022, by WebEx. The procedural conference will begin
at 10:00 a.m.

The principal purposes of the procedural conference
are to identify the parties and major issues for adjudication,
discuss any requests for intervenor funding, discuss any
scheduling and process proposals that the parties may make,
address issues related to the service of documents and
discovery, and to consider any other matters appropriately
raised.

To access the procedural conference:

Electronically: visit www.webex.com and ciick “Join” at the

upper right corner of the screen and enter the meeting
information, below.
Meeting number: 161 077 0002
Password: AprlZ2-10am

iWhen logging into the conference, participants will be
asked to “select audio system.” It is recommended that
participants opt to have the system “call me” or “call using
computer.” The “call me” option wiil require participants Lo

enter their phone numbers.




CASE 21-T-0059

By Phone: call (518) 5498-0500 znd enter the below access ccde
Access code: 161 077 0002

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that persons interested in
receiving notices and filings related to this case or in
becoming a party to this proceeding are encouraged to become
registered users of the Department’s Document and Matter
Management {(DMM) System. To become a registered DMM user, apply
for party status, or subscribe to the service list, go to
www.dps.ny.gov, click “Search,” enter case number “21-T7-0053” in

the bex labelled “Search by Case Number,” and then click on the

appropriate button in the upper right-hand corner of the page
(either “Subscribe to Service List” or “Request for Party

Status”) .

{SIGNED) MICHELIE L. PHILLIPS
Secretary




