
The March Monthly Meeting for the Town of Willing, County of Allegany and State of New York was held at the Town of Willing Hall, located at 1431 St. Rt. 19, Wellsville, N.Y. 14895 on March 13th, 2023 at 7pm.

Present: Supervisor Wightman, Councilwoman Fenske, Councilmen: Gay, Fanton and Havens, Highway Supt. Matteson, Security Officer Sherman, DCO Merkwa, Planning Board members, Gay and Beebee, and Clerk Buchholz

Absent: Bookkeeper Glass

Guests:   Michelle Denhoff-Allegany County Planning Board, 

  Randy and Felicia Smith-Town residents

Supervisor Wightman called the monthly meeting to order at 7pm, all rose for the Pledge of Allegiance

MINUTES: Councilman Gay moved to accept February 13th, 2023, minutes as presented, Councilman Havens seconded. VOTE: Councilwoman Fenske-aye, Councilmen: Gay-aye, Fanton-aye, Havens-aye and Supervisor Wightman-aye   5 ayes  0 nays  CARRIED
OLD BUSINESS:

SOLAR LAW & COMPREHENSIVE PLAN: At this time Supervisor Wightman recognized Michelle Denhoff from the County Planning Board.  Michelle explained the proper procedure of adopting any type of Land Use Law or Planning Laws, even though the Town does not have any zoning laws.
The board received final drafts of both the Town of Willing Comprehensive Plan and the Solar Energy Facilities Law.

SOLAR ENERGY FACILITY LAW:

Resolution #7 of 2023  Offered by Supervisor Wightman, seconded by Councilwoman Fenske
The Town of Willing is referring the Town of Willing Solar Energy Facility Local Law to the Allegany County Planning Board for review. VOTE: Councilmen: Gay-aye, Fanton-aye, Havens-aye, Councilwoman Fenske-aye and Supervisor Wightman-aye.  5 ayes  0 nays   CARRIED
Resolution #8 of 2023  Offered by Supervisor Wightman, seconded by Councilman Gay

The Town of Willing Board will be the lead agency and SEQR for the Solar Energy Facility Law. VOTE:  Councilwoman Fenske-aye, Councilmen: Gay-aye, Fanton-aye, Havens-aye and Supervisor Wightman-aye. CARRIED
Public Hearing on the Solar Energy Facility Proposed Local Law will be held on Monday April 10th, 2023, from 6-6:30pm.

TOWN OF WILLING COMPREHENSIVE PLAN:

Resolution #9 of 2023  Offered by Supervisor Wightman, seconded by Councilman Havens

The Town of Willing is referring the Town of Willing Comprehensive Plan to the Allegany County Planning Board for review.  VOTE: Councilwoman Fenske-aye, Councilmen: Gay-aye, Fanton-aye, Havens-aye and Supervisor Wightman-aye.  5 aye  0 nays   CARRIED
Resolution #10 Offered by Supervisor Wightman, seconded by Councilwoman Fenske

The Town of Willing Board will be the lead agency and SEQR for the Tow of Willing Comprehensive Plan.  VOTE: Councilwoman Fenske-aye, Councilmen: Gay-aye, Fanton-aye, Havens-aye and Supervisor Wightman-aye.  5 ayes  0 nays  CARRIED
Public Hearing on the Town of Willing Comprehensive Plan is scheduled for Monday April 10th, 2023, from 6:30-7pm, Just prior to the Town of Willing regularly scheduled board meeting.

Drafts of both the Solar Energy Facility Law and the Town of Willing Comprehensive Plan will be place on the Town of Willing’s website as well a link to the County Planning Boards site. Letters to be sent to surrounding municipalities, NYS DOT referencing Town of Willing as SEGR for both the Comprehensive Plan and the Solar Energy Facility Law.  
PLANNING BOARD COMMITTEE REPORT:
Chairperson Dale Beebee reported that the board now consists of 4 members and possibly a 5th member to come on board at their April meeting.  They will continue to work on the Wind Energy Land Use Law.    

The Town of Willing received Craig Martins resignation letter, effective as of 3/21/2023.

At this time the Town of Willing Board would like to recognize Eric Smith, Steve Antes and Craig Martin for all their hard work, long hours and dedication to the Town of Willing Planning Board.  Their efforts have been appreciated.

GUEST:   At this time Supervisor Wightman recognized Randy and Felicia Smith they shared following issues:
-Solar panels on Graves Road, are they affected by new law?  Response:  They are Tier 2 residential solar energy system and received a variance from the Town Board. 

-Shared that communication and response much improved with the Towns Assessor with local residents.
-concern over gravel getting scrapped off roads when plowing, also the ruts/potholes on the dirt  roads especially on the Ludden/Peet roads.  He recommended that the Town board drive around and check on some of the dirt roads.

NEW POLICE CAR/OLD POLICE CAR ISSUE:

Officer Sherman shared the new Police Car should be here in August of 2023, Outfitters to put the Town in front of the line to expedite getting it here.

Board discussed the possibility of a Lease agreement with the Town of Independence for the Temporary use of their car until the new Police vehicle arrives.  Town of Independence Town Board to have a plan at their 4/13 town board meeting.  Supervisor Wightman to continue communication with Independence Supervisor Reichman on subject.  Insurance agency has been contacted and if Lease should be OK’d by both Towns the Evans agency will write lease.  To be discussed further at Towns next board meeting.

SALT BARN:  Nothing until the State Budget is passed to know if funding is available.

REFLECTIVE NUMBERS:  tabled. 

FIRE ALARM SYSTEM:  currently no further information
EYE WASH STATION:  Still waiting to hear back from Mr. Dunaway.  The Highway Dept. may need 2 stations due to the length of the building.

UPGRADE SECURITY SYSTEM:  Quote received from Shane Allen from Computer Solutions, after discussion the Town board has tabled this item.

WATERFRONT DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:  Land Use Law received, Supervisor to take to Towns Attorney Mike Finn for review.   The Town will need to appoint a coordinator, Supervisor stated that it is usually the Town CEO.

NEW BUSINESS:
EQUIPMENT TRAILER:   1996 equipment trailer used to hall the excavator, will not pass inspection.  Quotes from Clarks equipment Rental and Sales for both used and new trailers was presented to the board.  Board discussed workable solutions:  check with county, lease option,  and financial options.   The Highway committee was given permission to visit Clarks equipment to look at their inventory and report back to the board.  
CORREESPONDANCE TO THE BOARD:

From




Subject
Mark Rust



Family Entertainment flier
Willing Vol Fire Dept.   


Invite for Supervisor /Highway Supt.  banquet

Allegany Co. Treasurer


Annual Tax Sale List

Dept of Public Service


Broadband Connectivity hearing

Supervisor Town of Hempstead
Gov. Hochul2024 budget: NY Housing Compact-build 800,000 homes statewide.  Local control not Hochul control.

Paradigm
Tactical Pipeline response training

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

None

DEPARTMENT REPORTS:

Highway: Accepted as presented.

Cemetery: Accepted as presented.

Clerks: Accepted as presented

DCO: verbal- Febraury-2 dogs confiscated,  owner on 248A, charges pending. SPCA involved. FREE RABIES CLINIC   4/22  Genesee Valley School 9-noon.   New Ag & Markts representative: Sarah Mountain.   Dog Control inspection by State  was satisfactory.    Clerk to send letter to sheriff’s office for Photo ID for Sue.

Financial report:  None

CEO: Supervisor shared,  property on South Branch Fords Brook will have final inspection and Cert. of Occupancy will be issued and copy sent to state.  CEO Koehler will complete the Annual Code report for 2022. Supervisor Wightman to contact possible permanent hire candidate.
FIRE DEPT: Accepted as presented.

Assessor: none

Police:  Accepted as presented.  Board gave Officer in Charge Sherman permission to update the Police Dept computer system to be able to  hand the TRACS and SJS program to report to the state.

Justice:  Accepted as presented

Records Access: Accepted as presented.

Historians: None

Motion to pay the bills:   Motion by Councilman Fanton to pay the general fund bills (vouchers #55 thru #8 ) in the amount of $26,355.76 and the Highway Fund bills (vouchers #24 thru #36) in the amount of $7,964.30 . Seconded by Councilwoman Fenske. VOTE: Councilwoman Fenske-aye, Councilmen Fanton-aye, Gay-aye, Havens-aye and Supervisor Wightman-aye   5 ayes  0 nays  CARRIED
Maintenance Position:  Tom Peterson hires @15.00/hr plus mileage to purchase materials.

Councilman Havens moved to adjourn the March monthly board meeting, Councilman Gay seconded and said meeting was adjourned at 9:45pm

Respectfully 

Deborah J Buchholz

Town of Willing Clerk
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